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Tht Individoal who traveli and dlicoTen iMthhig worthy t 
commemorate, virtaallj pranoancei "that all li barren" — t 
»ach, nature in TSln dlsptafi her storei ; yet are ther« not 

*^oasaei In treea, booki In the mnolns brooks," 
"BermonR in atone*, ftnd good In ever; thing." 



MSOCOXUtt. 



5ri)e J^uguenot jFamilg- 



Truth is justly said to be stranger than fiction^ an 
aphorism daily exemplified in the ever varying drama 
of real Hfe^ where coincidences of the most improbable 
nature frequently arise and form a chain of union 
between events apparently unconnected by one assim- 
ilating Unk. In illustration of this remark I will 
briefly review a series of transactions^ that almost 
imperceptibly blend the fierce persecution^ bigotry^ 
and bloodshed of a past age^ with the peaceful picture 
of rural pursuits and domestic enjoyments^ beneath 
the roof of an exiled family^ to whom the chances 
of travel^ (^^not of war'^) introduced me on the 
shores of Southern Africa. 

Throughout the following recital^ I shall adopt 
the plan of writers^ who while detailing facts^ by 
the substitution of fictitious appellations cast a partial 
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veil^ over the realities they pourtray and waving any 
longer introduction to a short story^ only add to 
this^ initials which claim no higher distinction^ than 
to compose the name of the most useful^ if not most 
admired^ of the feathered race. H. E. N. 

It was in the commencement of November 18 — 
at the close of a voyage^ that had extended long 
beyond the average passage between England and the 
Cape of Good Hope, that the Southern shores of 
AMca first met my gaze. The usual signal had 
announced the proximity of an English vessel to 
Table Bay^ so that a nearer approach enabled us to 
discern a vast number of human beings collected on 
the beach^ eagerly awaiting its arrival; some perhaps 
in all the agony of ^^ope deferred'^ expecting intelli- 
gence from distant friends^ others, actuated by mere 
curiosity^ while a third daw was there stationed, in 
pursuit of their usual vocation, the conveyance of 
lugg^c &c*> to different parts of the town. 

Scarcely had the first sensations of delight^ at the 
consciousness of recovered freedom, after having been 
condemned for months to pace the narrow limits of 
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a deck subsided, when the new and unwonted aspect 
of surrounding objects completely riyeted my atten- 
tion — amongst the motley group assembled^ were 
specimens of the variety in form, feature, and complex- 
ion, by which mankind is distinguished from the fair 
European, to the dark hued African — ^the strange 
garb and uncouth appearance of the latter, added to 
their unintelli^ble language, presented matter suffici- 
ently novel and interesting, to create in the beholder 
that species of gratification mingled with astonishment, 
arising from the first contemplation of scenes, whose 
unfamiliar images, open to our view another page in 
the great book of universal knowledge. 

The period of the year, at which my sojourn in this 
Colony commenced, was highly favourable to first 
impressions. Spring had just ushered in the fruits 
and flowers allotted to its reign, and the scorching 
heat of a more advanced season had not yet destroyed 
the verdure, covering the summits of those stupendous 
mountains, which seem from their lofty elevation, to 
look down protectingly on the capital below. 

From Table Bay, a partial survey only of Cape town 
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is obtained^ and not^ until fairly witMn its precincts^ 
are the arcliitectural and other local features justly 
appreciated. 

The streets are built at right angles^ the houses large^ 
commodious and well adapted to the climate^ form in 
general a happy combination of English comfort and 
oriental style ; in front of each dwelling, conformable 
to the Dutch custom, is a verandah, sometimes nearly 
parallel with the ground floor, and at others elevated 
several feet above it, this curious appendage to their 
mansions (called a stoep) affords an agreeable rendezvous 
to the respective inmates, who usually resort thither 
of an evening, to inhale the ocean breeze beneath the 
clear Kght of a Southern moon. The constant influx 
of strangers renders the purchaseable hospitality of the 
numerous boarding-houses Cape-town contains very 
desirable and a traveller need not wish^o tempore to 
be better domiciled than in one of these abodes, where 
he may enjoy, without any personal trouble a well 
appointed table, enlivened by the pleasures of social 
iutercourse, this latter advantage is derived from the 
society of Officers, Naval and Military, passengers 
calling on their way to India, or New South Wales, 
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comprising individuals of both sexes and all ages^ 
and last, tho' not of least importance to tlie proprietor 
of the Establishment, valetudinarians £rom the East, 
who during two years leave of absence, recruit their 
shattered health in this most salubrious of British 
Colonies — It was in the midst of such a party that 
myself and fellow voyagers were seated on the evening 
of our arrival, when the conversation fell upon those 
topics deemed most interesting to new comers, viz., the 
diBtinguisMng chaxacteristics of the strange land in 
which they are about to sojourn. As a matter of 
course on the present occasion, the various Lions 
within and around Cape-town were discussed and having 
arranged to glance en passant at these, we determined 
on extending our tour into the interior, after visiting 
SteUenbosch, Hottentot's Holland and Franschehoek ; 
the two former places, were described as exhibitiug beau- 
tiful speicmens of the scenery peculiar to a country, where 
the vine covers acres of ground and the fertile soil yields 
its produce unaided by art, or labour — ^with Franschehoek 
a different sort of interest was associated; 

**To this far nook the Christian Exiles fled," 
''Each fettering tie of earthly texture breaking ;'* 
"Wealth, country, kindred, cheerfully forsaking," 
'*For that good cause in which their fathers bled." 
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as the refuge of a persecuted enduring race, it 
seemed to possess pre-eminent attractions^ and im- 
agination readily endowed the present inhabitants 
with every personal and mental advantage ; to behold 
these recluses in the far off land^ where their forefathers 
had found a home^ appeared at that moment the 
crowning charm of our projected excursion. — How 
rarely the actual equals the ideal^ every day experience 
proves, yet the flights of fancy axe not less enchanting, 
because often deceptive and who is not occasionally 
beguiled by these sweet illusions ? in the present in- 
stance however, although my expectations were not 
destined to be Mfilled in the manner anticipated they 
were more than realized in the sequel, as the succeeding 
pages will develope. 

To welcome the first blush of rosy mom, heralding 
the renewal of life and gladness to myriads of breathing 
creatures, is a privilege seldom enjoyed on Britain's 
shores, save by the husbandman hastening to his sccvs- 
tomed labour, but in more genial climes the benefit of 
early rising is practically exemplified and all classes of 
the community, commence with the sim the day's pur- 
suits, wheth^ of business^ or pleasure. It beiag 
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especially incumbent on travellers^ to ''take time by the 
forelock/^ we bad accomplished much ^ere the cool 
breeaes of mornings ceased to refresh the earth 
having walked to the light house at Green Pointy ad- 
miring en route^ the neat cottages separated from the 
road by hedges^ composed of stately Aloes and plants 
of the Cactus tribe ; subsequently lingering awhile in 
the picturesque Malay Cemetry^ to contemplate the 
lowly graves around^ strewed with fresh flowers, those 
mute, yet touching tributes of affection, to the departed. 

From the breakfast table which, besides other viands 
more generally used, displayed nearly every variety of 
fruit then in season, we proceeded, to the Public library^ 
a large handsome building occupying a conspicuous po« 
sition on the Parade groimd; within this edifice, are 
several spacious apartments appropriated to objects 
connected, either with literature, or commerce, the greater 
number are devoted to an extensive assortment of books 
in different languages, which the importation of new 
publications constantly augments. 

Amongst the many Courts of judicature existing here, 
there is, but one, that differing from similar institutions 
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in England^ claims particular notice; this is the matri- 
monial Courts established under the Dutch Government 
to prevent runaway matches and as the law is unrepeal- 
ed, a Magistrate still presides at this most inquisitorial 
tribunal^ before which, every candidate for Matrimony 
must necessarily appear. — ^There being no restrictions 
as to the admission of spectators^ we entered the Court 
just as proceedings had commenced; two individuals, 
young, handsome and richly attired, were attending 
with evident reluctance to sundry absurd questions pro- 
posed in an important tone by the presiding function- 
ary — their answers having been committed to paper 
and some money deposited in the poor box, this useless 
examination terminated. The remainder of the morning 
was consumed inspecting the museum, where is deposi- 
ted a well preserved collection of specimens from earth, 
sea and air, they are arranged in a style perfectly true 
to nature; each exhibiting the attitude, or action pecu- 
liar to its species. Nothing can surpass the brilliant 
plumage of the birds, which there compose a beautiful, 
though inanimate aviary, consisting not only of the 
feathered songsters of South Africa, but further embel- 
lished by several varieties from other parts of the globe. 
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The most frequented Promenades are the Parade 
gromid and Grovemment gardens^ the latter divided into 
broad walks sheltered by trees, afford a cool agreeable ' 
retreat during the heat of th6 day, and formerly possessed 
the additional attraction of a considerable Menagerie, 
the remains of which are now only to be seen, as its 
once numerous inmates, are diminished to a very limited 
assemblage of the wild animals found in the Colony. 

A pleasure excursion in so variable a climate as that 
of England, must always be planned with the indispen- 
sable proviso "if it be fine,'' but in countries less liable 
to the uncertainties of weather, (that ready topic when 
every other fails,) contingencies resulting jfrom its influ- 
ence, are never discussed and the unexpected interven- 
tion of a rainy day, is regarded either as a phenomenon, 
than anticipated, as a probable occurrence. It needs 
not therefore to say, how light and cloudless rose the 
mom, that beheld us rolling over the smooth highway 
towards Constantia, that "Cynosure'' of Cape celebrity. 

The appellation of this estate is derived from the wine 
produced there and its natural beauties, increased by 
careful cultivation and artificial advantages, have pro- 
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<;ured to it, a species of notoriety beyond that of any 
other large wine farm in the Colony — a wide and shady 
aivenue forms the principal approach to this domain, 
within whose far extending boundaries, the vine flourishes 
in graceful luxuriance, and gardens richly stored with 
firuit and flowers surround the commodious and sub- 
^tantiaUy built dwelling house. 

The route from Cape town to Constantia displays a 
succession of interesting objects, passing Rondebosch 
and the pretty little village of Wynberg, it conducts at 
once into the open country, where flowers of every 
variegated hue, from deep vermillion, to the chosen 
emblem of purity and innocence, blooming in wild pro- 
fusion deck the ground-and 

" There disporting own their kindred soil, 
''Nor ask luxuriance firom the planter's toil'^ 
more like a poet's dream, or site for fairy revelry, than 
ought of terrestrial growth, seemed that fair galaxy of 
earths fairest gems, watered alone by the^moming 
dew and radiant with nature's most brilliant colouring — 
It was truly a scene of rare loveliness, such as few lands 
could have produced in equal perfection — ^Earth and air 
aeemed to contest the pre-eminence, for while a gorgeous 
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array of plants glittered on the surface of one element, 
birds, and butterflies and various other winged insects, 
alike glowing in the genial beauty of a Southern clime, 
flitted through the clear atmosphere, occasionally pau- 
sing in their sportive career, to extract from the sweet 
flowers and shrubs beneath, a portion of their honied 
stores — Could monuments of human genius enhance so^ 
efTectually the local attraction of Constantia, as those 
perfect yet, most simple, works of the Creator ! 

To the man of science, or the admirer of art, in any 
of those varied forms which sculpture and paLnting^ 
havepourtrayed; to the enthusiastic lover of classic loire 
delighting to contemplate the haimts of departed geniua; 
to the antiquary, that happy dupe of his own credulity, 
revelling in the fancied possession of relics dug from the 
dust of centuries; to the visionary, with whose wild 
imaginings, the legendary tales and romantic advQntuifQs 
of yore can scarcely compete; all, within the wide 
range of Southern Africa must necessarily appear, ^'flat,. 
stale and unprofitable'^ — ^Its past annals frimish xko 
records save the unwritten ones of savage life-<no tombs, 
hallowed by the veneration of aucc^mve ganerttioiis poiiit 
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out the resting place of sage^ or hero, poet, or historian — 
no mysterious cavern, or consecrated grove, speak of a 
mythology long since vanished from the earth, no for- 
tified castles and baronial dwellings bearing the indeUble 
stamp of time, recall to memory deeds of chivalry and 
feats of Knightly prowess, when the fair hands of high 
bom beauty dispensed the reward of valour and the 
minstrels song resounded through the festive Hall. 

None of these meet the gaze, throughout a land, of 
which nature is the sole Monarch, where mountain, 
rising above mountain, and forests of unmeasurable 
extent, united to the more touching charms of softer 
landscapes, serve not, as mementos of human ingenuity, 
nor proclaim the might of human intellect; — ^Yet, do 
they not exhibit far higher powers? and the individual, 
who wanders forth to observe and admire the works of 
Deity, rather than the comparatively insignificant per- 
formances of his fellow mortals, may find ample grati- 
fication amidst scenes, albeit, uncommemorated in the 
historic page, — ^to such only, will a tour through any part 
of the Cape of Grood Hope, prove interesting, eith^ 
from description, or experience. 
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The mode of performing a long journey in this 
country is peculiar and adapted to the roads^ which 
frequently rough and dangerous, would not admit of 
the safe procedure of any vehicle less substantial than a 
waggon^ the name may sound harsh ^^to ears polite/^ but 
perhaps the singularity of its being drawn, by from, 12 
to 20 oxen, according to circumstances, yoked in pairs, 
unharnessed save by a leather thong which confines 
them to the shaft, may tend somewhat to molify the 
homeliness of the term. The traveller in a wild and but 
partially civilized district, must not expect to find the 
artificial comforts and conveniences of Ufe, no welcome 
sign forming the frontispiece to a large cheerful looking 
dwelling, invites him to plenty and repose, the vehicle 
in which he journeys serves the twofold purpose of a 
conveyance and dormitory and with such simple com- 
modities, as may be obtained from farm houses, frimish 
the sole substitutes, during a peregrination of some weeks 
duration, for the many contrivances, (not to mention 
railroad speed,) invented to render easy and agreeable 
the progress of modem locomotion. 

Prom the leisurely pace at which we proceeded, the 
first day's excursion terminated at the Downs, midway 
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between Cape town and Stellenbosch^ where a suitable 
Testing place having been selected^ a &te, that indispen- 
sable requisite to South African travellings was speedily 
kindled and quickly surrounded, while the Hottentot 
domestics hastened to prepare such refreshments, as 
the simplicity of a noctiunal repast demanded — at a 
little distance reposed the heavy Oxen, so secored, as 
not to stray from the light, a blaze preserved during 
the hours of darkness, proving the most effectual safe- 
^ard against beasts of prey, which rarely venture near 
the charmed circle thus defended, from their intrusion. 

So lasting is the power of novelty that the mind 
insensibly reverts to the impression originally produced 
by any particular scene, or transaction, with a tenacity 
of remembrance no after occurrences can efface. 
To this influence must be ascribed, the unfading recol- 
lection retained of the introductory night to my 
wandering expedition, many such have subsequently 
passed, but none are so frequently recalled to memory; 
still does fancy present the dear moon shining in 
peerless splendour over that wild spot, its deep tran- 
quillity broken by the drowsy hum of human voices, as 
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the group^ across whose dark and peculiar countenances^ 
fitful gleams from the blazing turf and underwood 
occasionally darted, conversed in low, strange tones, 
aU combining to create a picture, that with the imagi- 
nary transformation of homed cattle into Camels, 
might seem intended to represent a company of roving 
Arabs encamped amidst the deserts of their uncon- 
quered inheritance. 

Before the sun had reached his meridian height on 
the day succeeding our halt in the downs, we entered 
the village of SteUenbosch, which derives peculiar at- 
traction from a double row of large oak trees, bordering 
the principal streets. The adjacent country cover- 
ed with vineyards and environed by hedges formed 
of Apricot and Quince trees, besides the most exquisite 
flowers and shrubs, such as Jessamines, Myrtles and 
Geranium, is extremely picturesque, challenging the 
admiration, both of Colonists and strangers — ^Leaving 
SteUenbosch a few hours slow travelling brought us to 
Hottentots Holland Kloof, remarkable for the road (a 
mile and half in extent) which leads through it, having 
been excavated out of the soUd rock. On the opposite 

B 
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side is seen a beautifully diversified landscape^ fami 
houses scattered over its surface^ flocks of sheep and 
goats grazing the verdant pasturage; orchards teeming 
with their abundant produce and all bespeaking the 
perfection of rural enjoyment : to enhance the charm, 
we learnt that in one of these abodes dwelt the descen- 
dants of a Huguenot family, expectation rose high, 
and proportionably great was the disappointment, on 
reaching the specified habitation, to find its inmates 
essentially Dutch in language, manneig and appearance; 
even the name originally french had been long since 
merged in another, and the plain yet substantial menage 
afforded a fair specimen of the usual household appoin- 
ments of a Cape wine fanner. — Hope now centred in 
Fransche Hoek, but here, with the exception of an aged 
person the ci-devant domestic of an expatriated family, 
which had several years before quitted that place, none 
remained of Grallic origin, by this individual we were 
informed, that he, when very young had accompanied 
the Comte de Lisle and his relatives firom the shores of 
France, subsequently (after the death of his master) 
the small establishment had dispersed, whether to any 
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other part of the Colony, or beyond its confines, he did 
not know; for that having in pursuit of various sorts 
of handicraft earned a tolerable livelihood for himself, 
he preferred still residing in his present locaUty, where 
he had now passed a protracted life of nearly four score 
years; nor had time left the old man scatheless, for his 
memory had suflFered materially and the information 
obtained was consequently vague and unimportant. — 
Finding no inducement to linger amidst scenes, from 
whence even the shadow of former interest had depar- 
ted — we resumed our onward progress and gaining the 
extremity of Hottentots Holland Elloof, a vast extent 
of sandy sterile land appeared, producing only heaths 
of stimted growth and a few species of everlasting 

e 

flowers. Through this abnost desert region, barracaded 
by one continuous range of mountains, chain rising 
above chain till their lofty summits seemed to invade 
the clouds — ^we journeyed for several days, the monoto- 
ny unreUeved save by an occassional glimpse of some 
building in the distance and the constantly recurring 
perils of roads, which it required more than ordinary 
resolution to encounter These perils arose from many 
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causes, the path in itself fearfully narrow, winding 
along the mountain side, was frequently intercepted by 
huge fragments of rock, deep chasms and loose masses 
of earth, while beneath, yawned formidable precipices 
into which any slight accident might have precipitated 
the whole cavalcade. — The inequalities of the road do 
not constitute the sole difficulty that awaits the traveller, 
numerous and sometimes dangerous rivers, form another 
and potent obstacle, to his safe and expeditious pro- 
cedure—during the wet season the perpetual influx of 
water from the high land, renders them impassable by 
ordinary means; when that is the case, the Oxen are 
obliged to swim across, a hazardous experiment, rarely 
necessary in summer, unless heavy rain (more violent 
from its infrequent occurrence at that period of the year,) 
transform these rivers, smooth and tranquil under the 
absorbing influence of extreme heat, into rapid torrents* 

A storm of this overwhelming nature, during the pro- 
gress of our journey compelled us, (the waggon affording 
but an ineffectual shelter from the ftiry of the elemental 
war,) to take refuge in a neighbouring farm house, where 
a fair opportunity of noting the character^ manners and 
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habits of the Cape Boor was presented and the opinion 
then formed^ subsequent observation folly confirmed. 
This class dilSer essentially in external circumstances 
from farmers in the vicinity of Cape Town: the com- 
modious and substantial domiciles. of the latter^ possess- 
ing every requisite to the owners comfort, forcibly con- 
trast with the thatched roof, mud walled, scantily 
furnished dwellings, of his less civilized compatriot. 
These generally contain three apartments, though to find 
but one sleeping chamber for the family's indiscriminate 
use and occasional accommodation of visitors is not 
unusual; hence will be inferred the slow progress refine- 
ment has hitherto made amongst a people, whose rough 
manners and extreme ignorance are imredeemed by a 
single touch of nature's true polish. Curiosity forms a 
leading trait in their character, for which propensity the 
few means they enjoy of obtaining information beyond 
the limited sphere of home, may sufficiently account. 

The female moiety of this conmiunity, have with rare 
exceptions, coarse uninteresting features, and figures 
utterly devoid of grace, or symmetry; disadvantages 
rendered more conspicuous, by a slovenly style of attire 
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and the odious practice of snuff takings which is carried 
to great excess. 

While enumerating so many unprepossessing qualities^ 
it must not in justice be omitted to add^ that the hos- 
pitality generally imputed to the Dutch Colonist, is 
never withheld from any stranger, who may happen to 
seek his abode during meal hours, when a seat at the 
domestic board is always cheerfoUy offered. Having 
thus slightly depicted some of the present inhabitants 
of South AMca, we must not omit to mention the 
original proprietors of its soU; these singular beings 
are so little fEivoured by nature, that it is impossible to 
conceive any thing more repulsive, in form, or counte- 
nance than a genuine Hottentot, of either sex — ^they 
are naturally prone to inebriety and many of them lead 
an idle wandering life, living in fields, or small clay huts 
and subsisting on the produce of continued petty depre- 
dations; others, better disposed are employed about &rm 
houses, while a third and more fortunate division of 
the tribe ; settle at different Missionary establishments 
within the Colony, where they are converted to Chris- 
tianity, instructed in reading, writing and some useful 
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trade^ or occupation. — ^The same facility for improve- 
ment is alike accessible to all^ but the majority of this 
uncultivated race are as yet^ irreclaimable from the 
''error of their ways" 

The summer tempest having subsided^ the sky resum- 
ed its wonted serenity^ and the waters again flowing 
peacefully over their pebbly beds^ our travelling machine 
once more set forward and for several successive days 
traversed scenes of the same uniform character as before; 
till suddenly, as if changed by magic^s potent spell — ^hill 
and vale, rushing water falls and bushy dells appeared 
in the altered landscape. 

The stupendous mountain range that had hitherto 
bounded the powers of vision, still towered majestically 
above us, covered with numerous rich specimens of 
vegetable life; while extending to the right, arose in 
sombre grandeur a magnificent forest, displaying in the 
leafy tenants of its soil, the throng of animated creatures 
that shelter amongst their branches, or seek a lair 
amidst the impervious recesses of this mighty wilderness, 
the infinite variety of nature^s productions. 
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On the outskirts of the forest^ stands George Town, 
remarkable for a neat and cheerful aspect, as also for 
the picturesque site which it occupies; quitting that village, 
we bade a long adieu to the busy haunts of men, and 
diverging from the beaten track journeyed over roads^ 
which in addition to impediments already enumerated, 
exhibited traces of Elephants incursions, being strewn 
with large trees uprooted from their native woods. 

These perils past, our cavalcade halted one soft balmy 
evening; 'ere sun light had fieded from the horizon in a 
small valley, so sheltered and secure that it might have 
formed the chosen retreat of some world contemning 
recluse, loving to dwell amidst nature's solitudes — To 
scan ought beyond the circumscribed bounds of this 
retired nook, it was necessary to ascend higher ground; 
accordingly, ever bent on the pursuit of novelty, I sallied 
forth alone and gaining a neighbouring eminence, 
gaied from thence, on the deep blue sea, the sullen 
murmur of whose foamy waves,'as they ebbed and flowed 
vfifm the shelving beach, became distinct^ audible. 

No sight of human dwellings were at first visible to 
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relieve the chilling grandeur that pervaded every object; 
at length appeared^ just peeping through the thick foli- 
age of surrounding trees the gable end of a white washed 
buildings towards which^ I hastened^ regardless of the 
intervemng distance. One hours' expeditious walking 
brought me near the habitation in question and the loud 
barking of a fierce looking Mastiff^ having announced 
the approach of strange footsteps^ a Hottentot domestic 
came forward and opening the door of a small inner 
apartment leading from the hall^ signified that the 
Juffrouw (lady) was there; naturally expecting to behold 
a Dutch house-wife sipping tea-water, or knitting stock- 
ings^ how great was my surprise on seeing a very elderly 
female^ whose appearance and costume bespoke her 
affinity with another age and another country — ^the room 
she occupied, though most simply furnished, displayed 
many evidences of superior taste and a courteous greeting 
in French revived the long cherished hope of encoun- 
tering on South African shores, the persecuted exiles of 
*'la belle Prance.'' Seated near this lady was a young 
fair girl, whose soft dark eyes, seemed to have caught 
the pensive expression conspicuous in those of the 
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farmer^ how deep and complicated had been the grieJEs, 
whence sprang that look of chastened melancholy I had 
yet to learn. 

From the conversation which ensued^ I recognised in 
these interesting beings the individuals of whom we had 
heard at Fransche Hoek. The pleasure occasioned by so 
unexpected a discovery, banished all recollection of time, 
till darkness shrouding the scene, brought to remem- 
brance my fellow travellers, with the necessity of return- 
ing to them, this proposition was however, negatived by 
the inmates of Le Refuge and a messenger having been 
dispatched to the valley, we shortly afterwards assembled 
round the supper table, headed by Monsr. S^ Pierre, an 
intelligent looking man, rather past the meridian of life. 

The light hair and blue eyes of Madame^ bespoke her 
Dutch origin and the strong resemblance between her- 
self and a youth about eighteen, lefb no doubt of their 
consanguinity ; while the countenance of a blooming 
Hebe opposite him, sparkling with animation, exhibited 
the most exquisite union of innocence and vivacity. 

To meet with a family group such as this, amidst the 
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wflds of A&ica^ where humanity had hitherto assumed 
forms so little attractive^ seemed like the work of en- 
chantment, rather than a " sober waking reality/^ 

How pleasantly flew the days of my sojourn at Le 
Refuse, the mornings spent in rambling over hill and 
dale escorted by Fran9ois and his younger sister, the 
lively Pauline, the evenings yet more agreeably passed 
in the society of Madame Amaud, listening to histories 
of bye gone times, recounted with an energy and pathos 
that went direct to the heart — ^To Blanche, the eloquent 
narrator's untiring auditor, these recitals, though familiar, 
always seemed endowed with new interest ; calm almost 
to apathy on ordinary subjects, she would kindle into 
enthusiasm, or melt into passionate grief, when the 
wrongs and sufferings, the heroic constancy and noble 
daring of the persecuted Huguenots, formed the theme 
of conversation — ^There was a depth of expression in her 
dark eye that proclaimed the capability had cmnun- 
stances demanded it, of imitating their bright example r 
trained firom early childhood by Madame Amaud, 
Blanche had naturally imbibed the same elevated prin- 
ciples and adopted the same refined tastes, the constant 
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devoted companion of her beloved kinswoman^ thia 
fragile creature apart &om her^ like the tender branch 
lopped off its Parent stem^ must have withered and 
drooped; it was a rare and affecting sight to view these 
two beings so widely separated by years, thus closely 
linked in sympathies and affection; one standing on 
the very threshold of existence, while that of the other 
had long exceeded the brief space allotted to mans' 
earthly pilgrimage ; yet together they walked the path- 
ways of life, and the hectic tinge on the younger's cheek 
might plainly indicate that even death, would fail to 
sever the tie between them. 

Often did this mournful conviction arise, enforced 
by the contrast which Pauline presented to her sister, 
as ftdl of bouyant spirits, the very personification of 
hope and gladness, she eagerly sought each simple plea- 
sure within her reach; for Blanche, common enjoyments 
possessed no charms; ever bent on high and holy aspir- 
ations, her lovely face, index of a miad as fair, seemed 
formed solely to reflect those pure and exalted feelings. 

As the period approached for leaving Le Refuge^ each 
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object^ whether animate^ or inanimate associated with 
that sweet retreat^ inspired additional interest^ from the 
rich and varied landscape without, to the family por- 
traits and other relics of better fortmie that adorned the 
walls of Madame Amaud^s little Boudoir. 

Musing on the vicissitudes which had marked the 
destiny of its venerable occupant, I resolved on the 
evening preceding my departure to solicit from her, a 
written narrative, however brief, of the strange events 
she had verbally related; the request being immediately 
granted and Blanche having volunteered to act as 
amanuensis, it was agreed that the manuscript, when 
completed should be forwarded to me, by the first 
eligible opportunity; just as the point had been decided 
the door suddenly opened and Pauline entered, bending 
beneath the weight of a splendid Amaryllis, nearly four 
feet high and bearing at the top of a perfectly straight 
and leafless stem, a brilliant crimson blossom, shaped 
like a chandelier with small pendant lamps hanging 
from the centre, knowing my partiality to this species 
of the liliaceous tribe, she had brought it as a parting 
gift. Pauline was no scientific botanist, but loved flowers 
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with that true perception of their beauties^ which natural 
taste bestows^ thanking her for so appropriate a remem- 
brancar of our wild moimtaia strolls^ the sisters shortly 
after retired from the apartment^ when I involuntarily 
exclaimed^ alas! that two living flowers so fitted to 
adorn society should bloom amidst this desert^ unnoticed 
and unseen — ^with respect to one of them, rejoined their 
aged relative, I deeply lament, and would gladly, were it 
possible, alter her position, for the other, she continued, 
while a hopeful smile irradiated her speaking counte- 
nance, I have no solicitude, but Pauline might grace a 
less contracted sphere; and you would doubtless I 
replied wish her taken to Franccj No, assuredly not ; 
was the hasty response, I should prefer Protestant 
England, for although France is still fondly cherished, 
as the land of my birth, I cannot forget that her soil 
has been moistened with the blood of my friends and 
Mndred; that the home of my childhood is a ruinous 
heap and the goodly heritage of my forefathers passed 
into strange hands — ^it is to shores unconnected with 
«uch melancholy retrospections, that I would convey the 
descendant of the persecuted de losles, and if suitable 
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protection could be procured might yet anticipate her 
visiting Britain at some future period, — ^It will be 
inferred that my services were readily proffered to further 
this project, whenever the proper juncture arrived for 
its accomphshment and arrangements were subsequently 
made to that effect, with the concurrence of Pauline's 
parents. 

Nothing now remained but to say fkrewell, and the 
regret mutually experienced while exchanging those 
words of sorrowful import, proved that lengthened time 
is not requisite to rivet the chains of fiiendship-^pecu- 
liar circumstances in the present instance, had engen- 
dered and strengthened this sentiment, and cold must 
be the heart that can measure its affection by the lapse 
of days, months and years — ^many such firactions of 
time have since swelled the vast amount, yet does re- 
collection point with undiminished interest towards the 
exiles home; though some of its once loved inmates, 
have left that peaceful dwelling, for a still more tranquil 
and eternal resting place. 

It was not until returning to Cape Town that the 
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promised Memoir reached my hands^ its translation 
£rom one language into another^ has miavoidably in- 
troduced many defects, of which the original was 
unconscious, and I can only lament, that it has proved 
less easy, to imitate the elegant simplicity of Madame 
Amaud's diction, than to preserve inviolate, the fidelity 
of her history. 

NABBATIYE OF MADAME ARNAUD. 



While there have been many fanciful derivations pro- 
posed of the word Huguenot* its real signification has 
ever been, too well understood by those who bore the 
appellation, as the watch word of persecution and death, 
it has sounded in their ears a fatal knell, tolling through 
all the horrors of St. Bartholomew and numberless other 
scenes of bloodshed and cruelty. 

To these evils the de Idsle family were first exposed 
in the reign of Francis the Second, that weak and 
vicious Prince, governed by the intriguing, ambitious 
and remorseless Catherine de Medecis, conjointly with 

* NoTa. — ^The most rational is that of Eignots confederates, which 
Voltaire and others have given from the German eignossen, of which 
it seems to be a corrupt pronunciation<»The term Eignot had Its rise 
early in 1600, that of Hnguenot at the latter end of it. 
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whom, himself and successor perpetrated towards their 
unhappy protestant subjects crimes of the blackest die. 

Amongst the guests invited to the nuptials of ''Henry 
Prince of Beam/' were Comte de Lisle and his son 
Auguste, who happy in the prospect of meeting so many 
distinguished friends of their own party, and hoping the 
projected union might effect a permanent reconciliation 
with the other, adding stability to the late amicable 
"treaty of St. Germains,'' joyfully obeyed Charles the 
9th treacherous mandate. 

The events which followed, are familiar as matters of 
historical detaQj those transient suspicions excited by 
the sudden demise of Jane Queen of Navarre, had as 
quickly subsided, and the subsequent marriage of the 
young King with the French Princess Marguerite, was 
pompously celebrated, and solemn assurances of lasting 
friendship profrisely lavished, by Catherine the Queen 
Mother and her son^ on the destined victims of their 
united perfidy. 

In the midst of confidence, festivity and rejoicing, 
rung forth, "the alarum bell,'' that fearful signal for 
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commencing the most barbarous massacre tbat ever 
disgraced the dark register of hmnan guilt. 

What pen can adequately depict the terrors, to which 
thousands awoke on that never to be forgotten night; 
one of the earliest sacrificed was Admiral Coligni; my 
ancestor saw his mangled bleeding body, thrown from 
the window, and witnessed the brutal exultation of the 
young Due de Guise, as that brave man expired at his 
feet. Hurrying along streets crowded with the dying 
and the dead, assailed on all sides by despairing shrieks 
and groans of anguish, the de Lisles with a large con- 
course of fugitives gained the river, and plunging into 
it, endeavoured to reach the opposite side ; many were 
successful, others, a fact almost iacredible, yet too true, 
were fired on from a window of the Palace over-looking 
the Seine, by their sanguinary Monarch; amongst the 
latter was the elder de lasle^ mortally wounded, he found 
a, wntery grave, while Iu9 hapless son stood an orphan 
on the adjoining bank. 

Overpowering as was this sad catastrophy, individual 
griefs became for the time absorbed in the general 
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calamity and the exertions necessary for self preserva- 
tion; thus, despite of circumstances Auguste hastened 
onwards and arriving within the suburbs of St. G^rmains, 
recognised amidst a throng of fellow sufferers, an old 
acquaintance, feebly supporting the exhausted form of 
his only daughter; joining these individuals, the Comte 
eventually landed with them on the Grerman shores, 
resolving never to re-visit those of France, during the 
life time of his father's murderer. 

Monsieur de Vermont the friend alluded to, had mar- 
ried a German lady, under the roof of whose relatives 
Auguste sought an asylum; he was subsequently united 
to the youthful companion of his flight, and with her, 
returned to their native land. After the accession of 
Henri Quatre, during the wars which ensued, Comte de 
Lisle fought by the side of that Sovereign, even his 
public apostacy from the reformed Church, failed to 
cancel the bond of mutual friendship. 

^The edict of Nantes,'' securing to protestants the 
fr^e exercise of their religion produced a brief season 
of peace, and Auguste Comte de Lisle, died in the 

c 2 
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fond, though alas vain hope, that the puie form of 
Christiaiiity he loved and honoured, would at length 
floniish beneath the fostering care of Boyal protection. 

How delusive proved this hope, the sad record of 
succeeding events clearly proclaims, long before the 
formal revocation of an edict falsely termed "irrevocable^' 
the demon of bigotry was again let loose, the war sword 
again unsheathed, and France deluged with the blood 
of her best subjects. The taking of RocheUe, where so 
many thousands perished amid the horrors of famine, 
struck at the very root of civil and religious liberty, 
protestantism's firmest bulwark was thus demolished. 

Persecution like a raging flame spread over the land 
and in 1685 it is stated, that above one hundred and 
fifty thousand persons abandoned their dwellings, their 
property, and some their nearest relatives, to lead 
a life of poverty and misery on foreign shores. 

It were only to recapitulate occurrences accurately 
traced on the historic page, should I even attempt to 
glance at those fearful and appalling eme«, which marked 
a series of years extending far into the 18th century. 
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The family of de Lisle suffered in common with other 
Huguenots^ it was not however, until 17 — ^that the 
climax to their misfortimes arrived, the privacy and 
seclusion they had maintained in the remote province of 
Dauphin^, where the paternal inheritance was situated, 
had up to this period, shielded them from some evils; 
then did the storm burst forth in all its fury, — ^but as 
the events which occasioned my family's total downfall 
are so closely interwoven with personal feelings and 
suflFerings, this little sketch must henceforth be drawn 
from memory, pom^aying scenes only that happened 
within my own recoUection. 

When the war between Great Britain and Prance 
broke out in 1744, the Comte de Lisle in conjunction 
with the whole protestant body, lost no opportunity of 
manifesting towards the King and his Government the 
most unquestionable proofs of loyal attachment, yet 
neither these, nor the important services previously ren- 
dered 'Tliouis the great,'' during the civil commotions 
that had prevailed, could avert approaching destruction. 

According to a contemporary author it appears ''at 
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the very juncture they were hazarding Ufe and fortune 
for his sake^ that treacherous bigoted Monarchy formed 
a design to ruin and extirpate them/^ 

A few years prior to this period, my father had inher- 
ited the de Lisle estate from his uncle, whose sole 
offspring, a daughter, against the wishes of her parents 
had married into the Roman Catholic family of St. 
Pierre; notwithstanding their religious differences a 
constant intercourse was maintained between the rela- 
tives, and young Pran9ois St. Pierre, spent nearly as 
much time in Dauphin^, as in Paris. 

The junior branches of our house comprised an elder 
brother, myself and sister Ther^se; the retirement in 
which we lived, left us few resources beyond the home 
circle, but these were all sufficient, the follies of the 
world unknown, its pleasures unsighed for, books and 
the occasional society of some valued friends, constituted 
our chief earthly enjoyments; amongst the most frequent 
and favoured guests at the Chateau, was our respected 
Minister Monsieur Bog6re, who had officiated in the 
Churches of Dauphin^ for above thirty years ; he was 
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one of those truly apostolical characters whose untiring 
devotion^ temperate zeal^ genuine humility and practical 
usefulness^ reflect a lustre on the religion they profess; 
from his lips flowed in strains of pure^ unstudied elo- 
quence^ the holy precepts of Christianity^ enforced by 
the whole tenor of his life and conversation. 

An orphan nephew had been adopted and educated 
for the pastoral office by this excellent man^ and £re- 
quently accompanied him to our abode. Claude Amaud 
was in every respect worthy of such a relative, what 
higher eulogium could be pronounced ? and I, who thus 
bear testimony to his merit, enjoyed for four years the 
priyilege of calling him husband; — we were united in 
the village Church, according to the beautiful and simple 
form our faith prescribes. 

Shortly after this event, Pran9ois solicited my father's 
sanction to the mutual attachment, between Th6r6se 
and himself, which originating in the artless affection of 
childhood, had ripened into the deep and ardent senti- 
ments of first love. 

There weore however, so many obstacles to the pro« 
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posed alliance^ that Comte de Lisle unhesitatingly 
refused his consent^ knowing that of the Chevalier St. 
Pierre would be with-held, and as the most honourable 
course to pursue^ immediately transmitted to him an 
account of the transaction^ the reply was such as might 
have been anticipated and contained a summons for 
Fran^oi^s instant return. 

How reluctantly he obeyed this mandate may be 
readily imagined; yet, resistance was vain, and our 
young cousin departed, protesting that no mortal 
power, should eventually separate him from the object 
of his affections ; my own domestic happiness, increased 
by the birth of a son, left me little to desire, and the 
sweet warm gushing's of maternal love, infdsed a new 
charm into existence; — ^precious moments of bliss! 
destined to be succeeded by years of misery. 

Comparative tranquillity, having for some time pre- 
valed throughout Dauphin6 and other Southern Pro- 
vinces, the Huguenots inspired with confidence, sought 
not to conceal their adherence to the reformed faith ; 
Protestant Ministers were zealous in promulgating its 
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pure uncorrupted tenets^ and none more so^ than the 
Pastor of Dauphin^^ who accompanied by his young 
colleague, unmindful of personal hardships or dangers, 
journeyed from town to town, and from village to village, 
feeding in obedience to "the good Shepherd^s,^^ command 
the flock committed to his spiritual guidance. 

The intervals of my beloved husband^s absence from 
our humble, though happy home, were generally passed 
by me at the Chateau, where in the society of early 
friends, noting with sympathising interest the daQy 
improvement of my httle nurshng, weeks and frequently 
months elapsed. 

It was on one of these occasions in the spring of 17 — 
that Comte de Lisle, surrounded by his children and 
dependants, assembled in the hall for evening worship; 
the large family Bible lay before him, and all awaited 
in reverential silence the unfolding of its sacred pages; 
suddenly a loud startling noise was heard from without^ 
and ere enquiry could be made as to its origin, a band 
of armed men rushed into the apartment, their leader 
advancing towards my father, arrested him in the 
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King'snaine^ demanding at the same time, which of his 
daughters was the wife of Chmde Amaad? — to this 
query I tremblingly repUed, when the officer informed 
me, that he was already in safe custody, where he hoped 
soon to place myself and other rebellious Protestants. 

Overwhelmed with grief and consternation, we were 
hurried from the Chateau and within the brief space of 
an hour, found ourselves the unresisting inmates of a 
prison. 

No leisure was allowed for reflection, the unfeeling 
agents of tyranny, conducted us to separate cells, 
and the only boon I could obtain, was permission to see 
my fellow suflFerers the following morning. Slowly 
crept on the intervening period of darkness and sus- 
pense, interminable seemed its duration, and when at 
length the moment arrived that re-imited me to the 
possessor of my hearths best affections, how dire the 
anguish which ensued, as I beheld him with his venerable 
uncle^ the fettered occupants of a noisome dungeon. 

The fortitude hitherto unshaken |iow forsook me, 
and it was not until imperative^ called upon to act, as 
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well as mffexj that I learnt to bow submissively beneath 
the decrees of infinite wisdom. 

Great emergencies by producing proportionable ener- 
gies, jfrequently encases the weak and feeble in a panoply 
of moral courage, till then unknown, thus it was, when 
the dreaded summons from the Senate of Grenoble 
actually came, that I, conjointly with many others ap- 
parently unequal to such a trial, stood dauntless before 
the iniquitous tribunal; its proceedings were scarcely 
less summary, than unjust. 

The crime of Protestantism imputed generally to the 
assembled prisoners, was aggravated in the case of 
Claude and myself, our marriage having been celebrated 
in the reformed Church, for which offence, my father as 
a consenting party, had to share the penalty, while 
the fact of Monsieur Bog^re^s faithful and active minis- 
try in that communion, proved sufficient to procure his 
inmiediate condemnation. No sooner was the fatal 
sentence pronounced, than a cry of mingled indignation 
and despair aros^, the victim alone cahn and unruffled^ 
advanced towards the grief stricken multitude, and in 
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tones of gentle authority enforcing sflence^ exhorted 
them '^to hold £ast their profession without wavering/' 
Sorrow not, added the aged christian gazing affection- 
ately around him, for one, so shortly to receive the 
crown of Martyrdom. Why lament that the infirmities 
of four score years are to be exchanged for immortal 
gladness and eternal youth? my parting benediction I 
give you in the Apostle's words, praying, 'That ye may 
be blameless and harmless, the sons of Grod, without 
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, 
among whom ye shine as lights in the world; Holding 
forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day 
of Christ, that I have not nm in vain, neither laboured 
in vain." 

This touching scene affected the stony hearted 
judges, and the holy serenity, which marked that good 
man's last moments, extracted pitying admiration, even 
&om his Jesuitical enemies. 

The night preceding the execution, was passed by 
Comte de Lisle, Claude and myself in the cell of 
Monsieur Rogere, from whose Hps fell words replete 
with heavenly consolation, while his countenance exhi- 
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bited less of a Martyr's resignation, than the perfected 
beatitude of a glorified saint; — ^mine, was the task to 
stand beside him at the scaffold, nor did the courage 
imparted to sustain that hour's poignant agony, fail, 
till aU was over, and his lifeless frame consigned to "the 
river Iserey* the rites of Christian burial, having been 
prohibited. 

Presh horrors rapidly followed this occurrence, 
"persons of all ranks were imprisoned, some put to the 
rack, others branded with hot irons— troops attended 
by the executioner searched for victims through every 
part of the Province, spreading desolation wherever 
they came, children torn from their parents, women 
forced into convents, houses pillaged, or burned, and 
estates confiscated, form a few items only of those 
outrages which accompanied the persecution of 17 — . 

Amongst other grievances, parties of Dragoons were 
quartered for weeks together in private dwellings, insul- 
ting the inmates and plundering their property ; to this 
evil the Chateau de lisle after our compulsory departure, 
was incessantly exposed, till one fatal night when the 
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lawless intmders rendered more ferocious from intoxicar 
tion, conunenced a desperate attack on the defenceless 
hoasehold; my valiant yonng brother heading the small 
remnant of his once nmnerous retaiiiers^ vainly endea- 
vom^ to repel the assailants^ he alas I overcome by 
numbers^ fell, covered with sabre wounds; — so perished 
the last heir of an ancient and honourable lineage, 
never again destined to adorn by brave and noble deeds, 
their country's annals. 

Ther6se, one domestic and my infant son escaped to 
the prison, she was the bearer of these melancholy 
tidings, and with me, shared the grief of our heart- 
broken father; at that woe firaught period, tears shed 
for a solitary calamity, had rarely time to dry, ere some 
new affliction caused them to reflow. 

The next intelligence informed us that our early 
home, its Aimiture and other valuables were reduced to 
ashes, about the same time my child began to droop 
under the privations he endured, and the cherished 
object of parental love, expired within the precincts of a 
jail ; his remains despite our entreaties, were committed 



THE HUOUENOT FAMILY. 47 

to an unhallowed grave^ discernible firom the cell we 
occupied; whither^ having bribed a soldier less obdurate 
than his comrades^ to favour the design^ Claude and 
myself stole forth at midnight, that he, in virtue of his 
sacerdotal office, might pronounce a brief prayer over 
our now unconscious babe. 

While thus engaged and wholly absorbed in the 
mournful duty, we were suddenly surprised, re-conveyed 
to prison, and before darkness again spread her mantle 
around us, my husband lay under sentence of immediate 
death — ^his judges having eagerly seized any pretext to 
expedite the doom they had already decreed, to aggra- 
vate the bitterness of which, every device that cruelty 
could invent, was practised. 

'^Although in the depth of vrinter, he was compelled 
to walk bare-footed to the place of execution, his books 
and papers burnt, and the devoted flock who attended 
their young Minister to the scene of his sufferings, 
were fired on by the inhuman Papists.^^ 

Vainly did ruffian hands endeavour to force me away, 
as in tones of frantic anguish I petitioned to share the 
fate of one so truly loved; moved by transient compas- 
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sion^ a Priest advanced towards us^ saying that even 
now^ if Claude would abnegate our marriage and kiss the 
crucifix^ he might be saved, but the Martyr's courage 
was not thus overcome, who, turning on me a look of 
deep affection and pointing to that Heaven whither he 
was hastening, earnestly exclaimed, — There, we shall be 
united for Eternity — grieve not that earthly ties are 
dissolved, rather learn to view them, as perishable fore- 
tastes of more permanent enjoyments, — yonder wooden 
crucifix can never be the object of my worship, yet, do 
I glory in the visible cross,* as the emblem of Christian 

* The re-introdaction of Christianity's most expressiye symbol into the 
Episcopal Churches of Great Britain, is among the contemplated 
changes that hare recently emanated from the University of Oxford. 
To restore the Cross and fill the vacant niches in our Abbeys and 
Cathedrals, with images of Saints and Martyrs, may, when casually 
viewed, appear a design involving no higher consequences, than the 
mere decoration of these ancient fabrics. — Yet, does past history 
clearly prove, how insensibly a love of ceremonial display corrupted 
the original purity of Christian Worship ; how man inately conscious 
of unworthiness to hold communion with his Maker and ever prone 
to trust most to what is obvious to sight, readily adopted any visible 
intercessor as the medium of approaching Deity, rather than have 
recourse to the one, unseen Mediator. May not the upholder of 
Protestantism then, reasonably fear, lest innovations apparently 
harmless, ultimately produce similar results ? undermining the scrip- 
tural foundations of that Church, which has maintained its ascendan- 
cy above two hundred years in this favoured Realm. 
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faith, the pledge of its brightest hopes and welcome the 
fast approach of that moment when types and shadows, 
shall be exchanged for the blissful, untold realities of 
an immortal state. 

The fatal signal speedily followed these words: I then 
knew the climax to my misery had arrived and happfly 
sunk into a state of insensibility, which being succeeded 
by mental abberration, left me for months unconscious 
of all external circumstances. When at length my 
faculties were sufficiently restored to recognise the 
Comte and Therese, I found we were no longer pris- 
oners, but residing in a cottage some miles from 
Grenoble; this removal was effected through the inter- 
vention of Pranqois St. Pierre; he had solicited the 
command of a detachment, ostensibly to aid in extir- 
pating Protestantism, though actually to succour his 
Huguenot relatives. 

The barbarous severities daily witnessed, added to the 
powerful influence of an unwavering attachment, 
wrought a change in the sentiments of our cousin, now 
virtually a member of the reformed Church; to declare 
openly his conversion would have ensured the most 
rigorous pimishment, and upon his influence rested our 



50 THE HUGUENOT FAMILY. 

sole chance of escape from a land^ where destruction 
menaced us on every side. 

Indifferent as I felt to my own individual safety, the 
preservation of my parent and sister still called for 
exertion, while the former's declining health demanded 
aU the attention dutiful affection could bestow. Perse- 
cution still raging with unabated violence, it was quite 
evident that flight offered the only means of safety; yet 
the fate of hundreds, who having attempted to leave the 
Kingdom had been re-taken, thrown into prisons, 
and ultimately executed, deterred us firom venturing 
on so hazardous an experiment, without first' ob- 
taining permission from the Crown. This, Francois 
undertook to procure, and Louis could but accede to 
the request of a St. Pierre, however unpleasing it» 
object. 

I shaU not attempt to delineate the sensations, with 
which we bade adieu to our native Province, the scene 
of past joys, obliterated alas I by keen recollections of 
recent sorrows, nor dwell on the hardships, perils and 
detentions that retarded our onward progress. 

These were at length surmounted and we reached 
the Port, whence our departure for Rotterdam was to 
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take place; with extreme difficulty Francois contrived 
to elude observation and instead of returning to Paris, 
as was anticipated, voluntarily accompanied us into 
banishment, — a circumstance which precluded the possi- 
bility of remaining long in Holland, where the vengeance 
of his Sovereign and family would inevitably pursue him, 
accordingly, Therese having become the bride of her 
devoted, self sacrificing lover, who had resigned so much 
for her sake, our little party attended by one female 
servant, and a young lad, took advantage of a Dutch 
Merchant VesseFs sailing for Southern Africa, — and on 
those far off shores eventually disembarked, as houseless 
fugitives, with few worldly possessions, the remnant of 
a noble line, which had for centuries dwelt honourably 
in the land of their birth. 

During previous persecutions several Huguenots had 
sought an asylum at the Cape of Grood Hope, where 
having introduced and successfully cultivated the vine, 
they had finally settled in Fransche Hoek, thither we 
also proceeded and adopting the same pursuit, endea- 
voured to bow resignedly to the inscrutable decrees of 
that Wisdom, against which, whilst confessing its infal- 
libility our rebellious hearts are too prone to murmur. 

D 2 
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With the neighbouring families, (an unsophisticated 
and but partially educated class,) a constant interchange 
of good offices and kindly feeUngs was maintained, and 
thus, did year after year roll on, rarely producing any 
occurrence to interrupt the even tenor of our way. 

To me, life as far as its pleasures were concerned, 
(though I trust not its duties) had long been a blank, yet, 
early taught, to estimate the importance of time, mine 
was not consumed in listless inactivity, or useless sorrow, 
study and the religious instruction of some young 
pupils, (amongst whom was Therese's only child, a boy) 
occupied my leisure hours. 

Letters from Europe occasionally reached us, those 
addressed to Francois, contained bitter reproaches min- 
gled with severe self upbraidings on the part of his 
Mother and the Chevalier St. Pierre, for having ever 
permitted him to associate with, or succour his "heretic 
kindred;" under the circumstances, such harsh expres- 
sions may well be excused — and the son, whose desertion 
called them forth, however he might lament, felt he had 
least right to condemn. 

The mortal existence, so unexpectedly prolonged, of 
our revered parent, was fast drawing to a close, and the 
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last Comte de Lisle^ expired^ an exile^ in a foreign 
Colony — one glance at his humble grave, will suflBlce to 
demonstrate the instability of fortune^s gifts. 

There were at the period of which I am writing, few 
facilities for public education, consequently on Monsieur 
St. Pierre, chiefly devolved the tuition of his son, who 
at the age of eighteen, was sent for further instruction 
to reside at the Dutch Minister's in Cape Town; here, 
whatever might have been his progress in classic, or 
other lore, certain it is, he learnt more attractive lessons 
from the bright eyes of Meta, his preceptor's very pretty 
little daughter, to whom he was united about two years 
afterwards. 

This event, accelerated our removal from Pransche 
Hoek, a project long contemplated and which Ther^se 
and myself anxiously promoted, having observed with 
regret for some time past, a confirmed gloom on the 
countenance of her husband, and we hoped diversity of 
scene might restore that cheerfulness, painfiil retro- 
spections, had too evidently destroyed. 

At the suggestion of Meta's Uncle, a small property 
was purchased in the interior, about six hours journey 
from his own extensive farm. To this new abode, I 
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gave the name of Le Refuge, and found amidst the 
natm*al yet varied charms of its peaceful solitude^ the 
retreat we had long sighed for. 

By one, who has often gazed admiringly on the rich 
landscape and culled bright flowers firom the fertile soil, 
description is not needed to paint the local beauties of 
oiu* isolated dwelliag, still more endeared to me, as the 
birthplace of my sweet Blanche, whom I welcomed as a 
boon from Heaven, sent purposely to fill up the aching 
void in this much tried heart— a fra^e deUcate infant, 
she early became my exclusive charge and being speedily 
rivalled, by a brother and blooming young sister, in the 
estimation of all others, none interfered with the fond 
affection which more than repayed years of tender 
solicitude, bestowed on the lovely child of my adoption. 

The first affliction that visited our household at Le 
Befuge, was the demise of its master, whose mental 
depression, though partially alleviated, had never entirely 
ceased and frequent regretful allusions to Prance proved 
how unfading the recollection, through every vicissitude, 
of his "fether-land^^ — ^my sister did not long survive 
the devoted lover of her girlhood, the faithM partner 
of maturer life, and I was left, to weep alone, the last 
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tie that formed a link between me and the past. 

I have little more to add; henceforth the education 
of Blanche constituted my favourite occupation, you 
having known, can appreciate the rare qualities of her 
mind, and imagine how delightAil the task to watch 
its gradual expansion. Louis and Pauline also shared 
these cares, but not to an equal degree, their volatile 
natures rendering them less susceptible of instruction. 

Thus time tranquilly glided on, the busy machina- 
tions and vain turmoil of the world never penetrating 
to that sequestered habitation, whither you, kind stran- 
ger, like some visitant &om a distant, though unforgotten 
sphere, were so unexpectedly led. Brief was the 
season of our intercourse, yet most powerful the sym- 
pathies it renewed; vitality must cease to animate the 
human frame, ere the mind loses its sensibility to ex- 
ternal circumstances. 

Long dormant memories, soon to slumber for ever 
in the writer's grave, have been awakened by the 
transmission to paper of these unstudied details; may 
the purpose for which they were penned, be realised: 
in your gratification I seek my sole requital and dismiss 
all apprehensions of disappointment, feeling assured. 
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that friendship's eye, will not scan too critically the 

composition of an. . -• 

^ Aged Kecluse. 



***Months have passed away, since the preceding nar- 
rative was completed, and an irresistible presentiment 
forewarns me, that this mortal febric is rapidly advancing 
towards dissolution; one more thought for the concerns 
of earth, and then farewell to all sublunary anxieties. 

That last thought must be devoted to Pauline, and in 
her behalf, I claim the fulfilment of your promise : — ^when 
again a sojourner at Le Refuge, weep not that she, over 
whose brow, the furrows of time have long since gather- 
ed, sleeps in the dust, nor yet, let thy tears be many 
shouldst thou see the name of Blanche inscribed on some 
adjacent grave; rather rejoice, that her pure soul has so 
early joined the throng of happy spirits in those etherial 
regions, where jo/s full tide flows on, in one perpetual 

stream of never ending fehcity. 

* * * 

Many weeks did not elapse, after perusing Madame 

Amaud's packet, ere I once more entered the abode 

of my exiled friends; the gloomy stillness that prevailed 

confirmed my heart's sad forebodings, and Pauline's 

pensive countenance evinced how truly she mourned 
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her venerable aunt and gentle sister; — side by side 
they rest in a neighbouring deU, where their living 
foot-steps had often strayed; for in parts of South 
Africa, far from consecrated burying grounds, the vici- 
nage of departed friends, presents an ever fresh memorial 
to survivors of the loss they have sustained. 

The altered looks and dejected spirits of his only 
remaining daughter induced Monsieur St. Pierre, to 
urge her immediate departure for England; there he 
informed me a relation of the de Lisles resided, and 
having prepared an introductory epistle to that lady, 
(with whom an occasional correspondence had been 
maintained,) requested that Pauline might be com- 
mitted to her guardianship. 

The grief of my young charge on quitting her chUd- 
hood^s home, may readily be conceived, but the novelties 
by which she was shortly surrounded, added to the 
inherent bouyancy of her disposition, triumphed over 
sorrow, and by the time our vessel anchored oflF St. 
Helena, few traces of it remained. 

On the rocky shores of that isolated spot we landed: 
how deeply might the moraliser there muse, over the 
fluctuating nature of temporal affairs; never perhaps. 
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more forcibly exemplified than in the career of 
Napoleon; that bold aspirer to unbounded dominion^ 
hurled from the pinacle of human greatness^ to breathe 
forth his last sigh in captivity^ on a remote un£riendly 
Isle. A plain uninscribed tomb^ standing in the centre 
of a peaceful valley^ indicates nought of the tumultuous 
passions and insatiable ambition^ which once agitated 
the bosom of this ''Modem Alexander*' — ^perpetuates 
not one of the many lofty titles conferred on the almost 
worshipped hero of an enthusiastic nation.** 

It was on one of those dehghtful evenings, which so 
frequently gild the dechne of totumn, that two ladies 
were seated in the central apartment of an old fash- 
ioned English mansion, in evident expectation of some 
interesting event. The sound of carriage wheels soon 
announced the wished for arrival, and an elegant looking 
man approaching, affectionately embraced the senior 
lady, then taldng the offered hand of her companion 
respectfully pressed it to his lips. A series of inter- 
rogatives and replies such as usually accompany the first 

**Napoleon'8 ashes no longer repose in the land of his exile, but 
memory still hovers round the scene, and voyagers crossing the 
South atlavtic, will yet pause, at St. Helena. 
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meeting of friends after long absences followed — ^leaving 
them tlius engaged, we will introduce the group. 

When revolutionary principles first broke out in 

France, the old Marquis de C a firm adherent of 

the Bourbon dynasty, escaped with his daughter 
to England, and resided there until his death, she had 
prior to this event, married a Baronet of that country, 
who subsequently bequeathed to her a large property 
and the charge of their only son. 

It was to Lady WoodviUe^s protection, Pauline had 
been confided and the trust primarily accepted for the sake 
of others, became eventually most interesting for her own. 

Sir Geoffrey Woodville had left college above twelve 
months, and was about making the Continental tour 
generally prescribed to young men of fortune, when he 
first beheld his mother's ward — ^the naivete, vivacity 
and unstudied graces of this lovely foreigner, impressed 
with evident admiration, a heart, hitherto invulnerable 
to all the allurements of fashionable helles, and the 
reputed stoic departed on his travels, no longer in- 
credulous, as to the possibility of love's influence, tri- 
umphing over the least susceptible natures. 

At the expiration of three years the owner of 
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Woodville returned, we have already noted his arrival; 
tho lapse of that period had heightened, both the per- 
sonal and mental charms of Pauline, whose acquired in- 
formation added dignity to her manners and conversation, 
without impairing the simpUcity, or originaUty of either. 

If Sir GeoflErey had before admired, he was now more 
than ever enamoured, and having obtained the willing 
approbation of Lady Woodville, hastened to offer him- 
self, estate and title to the possessor of his affections — ^it 
was scarcely possible that she could be insensible to this 
attachment, and Pauline with her natural frankness 
avowed a reciprocity of feeling, at the same time declar- 
ing, that to claim a nearer affinity to her beloved 
guardian, would alone have induced the acceptance of 
his proposal. 

Preparations were made on a splendid scale for the 
wealthy young Baronet^s nuptials, his birth and majority 
had been celebrated with fitting eclat, but the oldest 
tenants averred, that neither of these festivities equalled 
the present, and universal opinion allowed the bride to 
be the very perfection of feminine virtv£ and beaviy, 
though some few disappointed damsels could ill conceal 
the envy her fortunate destiny excited. 
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Some months after the wedding, when summer had 
far advanced, the happy inmates of Woodville Hall 
commenced a long projected excursion into the South 
of France. For years the predominant wish of Lady 
Woodville had been, to re-visit that land quitted in 
early youth, and this wish found an echo in the heart 
of Pauline, who ardently desired to behold the site of 
her family^s greatness and subsequent sufferings. 

With what deep emotion, did she at length contemplate 
the heritage of her ancestors now tenanted by strangers, 
with what pleased admiration, the rich landscapes and 
animated Peasantry of Dauphine, as the latter, in merry 
groups, passed along, conveying homeward the empur- 
pled grape and carolling forth strains of national melody 
in praise of the vintage season. 

Why amidst scenes of innocent mirth, to which her 
feeUngs had ever responded would tears unbidden flow 
from the young bride^s usually sparkling eyes? — ^why 
would she steal away to meditate near the ruins of yon 
ancient Chateau? — yet there, was Pauline's favourite 
haunt and the bright present seemed annihilated, while 
her thoughts held commune with the distant and the 
dead. 
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These pensive musings had not escaped Sir GeoflOrey's 
ofaseivation^ who resolved to re-purchase the long ahen- 
ated possession of the de Lisles^ and by restoring 
something of its former grandeur^ merge regret for the 
past^ in those pleasurable sentiments which he knew 
would emanate &om the bosom of his fair partner. 

With some difficulty this design was accomplished, 
but a golden key rarely fails to penetrate the most 
complicated lock, and all legal formaUties beiag com- 
pleted, the more agreeable part of the undertakings 
remained to be fulfilled. 

Entering the small study occupied by Lady Woodville 
and her daughter during the morning. Sir Geoflfrey 
smiling affectionately on each, thus addressed them, 
'*may I crave a boon kind ladies and request you to 
meet me at sun-set near yonder crumbling tower, I 
have matter of importance to imfold ? his request was 
granted, — ^'^the "try sting*' hour arrived and on the same 
spot, where Pauline had so often wept, she was hailed by 
her fond generous husband as owner of the surrounding 
domain;— overcome with astonishment and delight, she 
could only in faltering accents proclaim her thanks. 

Yet those few broken words spoke volumes and the 
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gratified donor felt that his hopes were amply realised 
in the happiness imparted to her he loved. The re- 
building of the Chateau in its primitive form was 
immediately commenced, and when finished, displayed 
the architect's imitative powers, so successfully that the 
old fabric appeared to have risen unscathed from the 
ashes of above half a century. 

Since leaving South Africa, Pauline had constantly 
corresponded with her relatives ; and the communication 
apprising them of her newly acquired property, was 
accompanied by a request, the answer to which, is best 
expressed in Monsieur St. Pierre's own words. 

— ^^o, dearest Pauline, it cannot be, those who would 
have accepted your offer, are taken from amongst us, 
and we remember, are not aliens, but natives of these 
shores; to quit them now 'would voluntarily sever a 
thousand interesting ties — around our home lie scatter- 
ed the graves of near kindred, within its peaceful circle^ 
is comprised every blessing our limited wants require^ 
even your absence which might otherwise create a pang, 
ceases to afflict, when we reflect on the felicitous portion, 
which has gladdened the morning of your days. Hope too,^ 
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sometimes whispers, that we shall meet again, till then 

beloved child, farewell. -c, • t • Oi. -n- 

' J^ranqois Loms St. Pierre. 



The same hope also, cheered his daughter through 
many years of separation and her indulgent husband 
only waited a favourable occasion to promote a desire, 
at once so laudable and natural: on this topic they 
firequently conversed and it was finally arranged, that 
relinquishing their annual sojourn in Dauphine, Sir 
Gteoffrey, his lady and eldest boy should substitute a 
voyage to the Cape of Good Hope ; — ^then, exclaimed 
the thrice happy Pauline ; what more can I wish, to 
embrace my parents and brother, to review each well 
remembered object endeared to youthful affection, and 
feel that the chosen partner of my life, wiU participate 
these pleasures, that we shall together, enter the hal- 
lowed precints of Le Refuse, — Oh ! how can this ftdl tide 
of grateful joy find utterance, save in adoration of the 
bounteous Source, whence all good proceeds. 



Sfie dtinQSlt^t (Eonbert!!. 



*rhere is no part of the habitable Globe, which has 
excited more forcibly the interest, admiration and 
speculation of travellers in all ages, than the fair and 
fertile regions of the East, that portion of the ter- 
restrial hemisphere, whereon man in his state of 
primeval innocence, pure and spotless from his maker's 
hand first trod, and where flourished that forbidden 
tree ''whose mortal taste brought death into the world 
and all our woe/' 

How changed since then, let time's mighty revola« 
tions proclaim — since then, l^e fountains of the great 
deep have been broken up and the windows of Heaven 
opened, this guilty Earth has lain buried beneath a 
flood of waters, tiU called into fresh existence by the 
same Almighty word, which first spoke it into being — 
How often in the lapse of ages have the Earthquake 
and Hurricane, those powerful agents of destruction 
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swept over the Globe, overwhelming in their fury the 
choicest productions of nature and the fairest mon- 
uments of human genius. 

The garden of Eden is no longer in Asia, but the 
flowers of Paradise stiU bloom on its favoured soil, 
where dwelt the chosen people of the most High 
and where the seeds of Christianity first took root. 

Amongst the Islands that compose part of this vast 
region, the Taprobona, or Serendib of the Ancients, 
may justly claim a passing notice; and who has gazed 
even partially on the beautiful and varying scenery 
of Ceylon, without being impressed with the lavish 
display of nature's gifts; her richest gems have been 
extracted £rom beneath its soil and the waters have 
yielded their pearly treasures to the swarthy children 
of the land. 

It is not however, to depict scenes of former gran- 
deur when swayed by her native monarchs, she received 
Ambassadors &om Imperial Rome and poured her 
wealth into . the laps of other Countries, or to note 
minutely the many changes this Island has since 
undergone, that the following pages are designed. 
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Ceylon has successively passed into tlie hands of 
three European Nations : my present object is to de- 
lineate through the medium of a simple and unpre- 
tending narrative^ the dawn of that sacred lights 
piercing the obscurity of pagan darkness^ which its 

present rulers have been made instrumental in difftis- 
ing. 

The spread of Christianity^ though gradual is certain^ 

for in the unerring language of Prophecy, it hath 

been declared — ^'the Earth shall be filled with the 

knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters 

cover the Sea/' 



An early love of roving fostered by 
circumstances and education, has conducted my foot- 
steps through many distant regions, and now amidst the 
stillness and retirement of domestic life, I look back with 
pleasure on the varied scenes it has been my destiny 
to traverse. A rich landscape may produce enthusiastic 
admiration, the lover of science may pursue his re- 
searches with an avidity equal to that which engrosses 
the miser whilst amassing stores of useless wealth, and 
yet, neither of these can experience the deep, pervading 

A 2 
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sentiment^ which fills the heart of the trae Fhilan- 
throphist^ as he contemplates the progress of civilization 
amongst his fellow men; the emerging of the mind, 
from error and superstition into the glorious refulgence 
of immortal truth. 

Without any pretensions to the exalted appellation 
of Fhilanthrophist^ I can still sympathise with the 
moral and intellectual advancement of the human race, 
and consequently derive at all times peculiar satisfaction 
&om visiting such Institutions as are devoted to the 
fdrtiierance of these objects. 

About six miles from the Capital of Ceylon^ is situ- 
ated the small village of Cotta in the vicinity of which 
formerly stood a City of some note^ one of the many 
Capitals that have alternately flourished and decayed 
in this Island. Kingly Palaces and Budhist Temples 
were once visible, where a few scattered mud huts are 
now only to be seen, but in Keu of these heathen 
dwellings and Wlharres^ Christianity has erected an 
Altar and the Church Missionary Establishment at 
Cotta occupies one of the prettiest sites in the neigh- 
bourhood:' a more appropriate spot could scarcely 



* The Cingalese Name for a Temple. 
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have been selected; the Missionary residences pictures- 
quely situated^ command a fine view of the river, which 
winds gracefully through groves of Cocoa-nut, Banana, 
Jack fruit and other tropical trees; nearly adjoining 
these tenements is the Printing Office and a spacious 
building divided into separate apartments occupied by 
native scholars. 

A Church, contrasting in its dignified simplicity, 
with the more imposing structures of pagan workman- 
ship, completes the outUne of this Establishment, where 
youths of Cingalese and Malabar Parentage receive 'all 
the advantages of rehgious and classical tuition, under 
the immediate superintendance of Clergymen connected 
with the Mission. 

Having on one occasion been present at an exami- 
nation of the pupils, I was subsequently expressing the 
gratification this spectacle afforded me and at the same 
time regretting, that while the male portion of the 
native Inhabitants were imbibing christian principles 
and 'useful knowledge; their female relatives, without 
exception amongst the higher Castes and with com- 
paratively few amongst the inferior ones, were debarred 
by prejudice from the privileges they so unreservedly 
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enjajred. — 'nit is indeed lamentable rejoined the indivi- 
doal addressed and I never knew bnt one instance, and 
tliat nnder peculiar drcnmstances when this prejndice 
was in some measm^e overcome. The story is rather 
an nnconmion one and may to a traveller be interesting, 
I win therefore, when you are at leisure relate the 
particulars/' it is on this recital, the following little 
sketch has been fomided. 

The deposition of the last and most tyrannical of 
the Kandyan Kings and subjugation of those Provinces 
to British authority, were events replete with satisfaction 
to the majority of the people, thus emancipated from 
the worst inflictions of savage despotism, whfle such 
individuals of superior rank, who by the same means 
were despoiled of almost unlimited power, naturally 
lamented a revolution, that deprived them of immuni- 
ties long enjoyed, yet, even amongst this more favoured 
class were many, who had groaned beneath the l^rants' 
rod and rejoiced proportionally in his overthrow. 

Sangha Tissa, in whose veins flowed the blood of 
former Monarchs,was anAdekar possessed of immense 
wealth and having kept much aloof from the Court, had 
suffered less in his own person, than in that of a near 
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relative,* whose injuries were sufBldently great, to excite 
his hatred against the barbarous author of them and to 
reconcile him to the intrusion of a foreign yoke, espe- 
cially, as the change did not interfere with the indul- 
gence of that costly and pompous style of living deemed 
indispensable in an Eastern clime. 

The abode of Sangha, was an antique Edifice con- 
structed of stone and remarkable for the elaborately 
carved wooden pillars, ranged round the principal 
apartments, which also exhibited several curious figures 
wrought in the same material. Ebony inlaid with ivory, 
satin and other beautiful woods composed the furniture 
and mats of the finest texture covered the floor. 

In the outer HaU, Bows, Arrows, and other warlike 
weapons were suspended, to which may be added tro- 
phies of the owner's success in the chase, such as 

* Note. — 'This act of cruelty refers to the Prime Minister Ehylapola, 
wlio having fallen into disgrace, his own execution proved insufficient 
to satiate the Tyranfs vengeance, which was extended with unrelent- 
ing rigour to the hapless offender's Wife and Children, the former 
being condemned to an ignominious death (which she subsequently 
underwent) was first compelled to deprive her offspring of life by 
pounding them to atoms in a Mortar." Such a scene is too horrible 
to dwell on and no comment can do justice to the feelings it must 
inspire. 
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Elephants tusks^ horns of various Deer^ and skins of 
different wild atiiwiala found in Ceylon. 

This building placed on a slight eminence and 
approached through an avenue of Cocoa-nut trees^ was 
surrounded by a low wall ; within the compound, (or 
ground enclosed) sporting gracefully, were several tame 
Antelopes and a white Elk, as unique in its beauty, as 
gentle in its nature; of the same spotless hue, were two 
Monkeys leaping playftdly from tree to tree : birds of 
glittering plumage fluttered in the branches and Ele- 
phants trained to domestic uses might be seen quietly 
pursuing their allotted tasks. 

The scenery distinguishing that part of the interior 
where the Adikar's paternal residence was situated, 
presented a beautiful combination of natural charms- 
far along the horizon stretched lofty ranges of cloud 
cap't mountains, down whose steep acclivities, dashed 
the impetuous waterfall, while at their base lay smiling 
valleys clothed in a thousand glowing tints, beyond were 
paddy fields bearing marks of high cultivation, inter- 
spersed with deep guUies, broken chasms and occasional 
patches of jungle containing forest trees of majestic 
growth, round whose stems twined various species of 
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Parasitical plants^ while some of that beautifiil and 
carious tribe^ covered ivith rich blossoms^ hung gracefdl- 
ly from the branches. 

To the attractions of this landscape^ Sangha Tissa was 
not altogether insensible, though far more deeply inter- 
ested in the rich productions of the fertile soU, and many 
were the votive offerings laid on the altars of Budha as 
tokens of gratitude for the goodly possession. 

It was one morning, about eight years after the 
conquest of Kandy, that a European stranger followed by 
a single attendant, slowly descended the Balacadna-Pass, 
pausing ever and anon, to admire the magnificent 
scenery that in every direction met his view, till having 
reached the termination and gained a narrow jungle 
path, three hours easy ridmg brought him to the gate 
of Sangha's residence, where demanduig admittance, he 
was promptly ushered into the Adikar^s presence, who 
surrounded by obsequious menials, occupied a low 
cushion in the centre of the great Hall, seemingly intent 
on smoking from a Hooka of exquisite workmanship, 
much prized as the gift of an Indian Bajah. A courte- 
ous Salcuim, greeted the visitor, who having partaken of 
a light repast, consisting of curry, rice and different 
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firuits^ briefly explained in the Cingalese language^ the 
object of his visits — it was to solicit Tissa^ to place his 
only son a lad of ten years old^ imder Missionary 
tuition^ he announced himself as an Ambassador in the 
cause of Christianity and urged his suit so earnestly that 
the &ther at length reluctantly consented^ influenced 
chiefly by the poHcy of conciliating a Government, 
which had secured him uninterrupted enjoyment of 
what he most prized^ his wealth and ease. 

To the young Makalan, this arrangement was perfectly 
satisfactory, at his age any change is agreeable, and the 
only pang he felt, was in the prospect of parting from 
his twin sister, who had hitherto shared with him, the 
sports and joys of childhood. Scarcely had the mission- 
ary and his youthful charge departed, ^ere the system of 
seclusion so rigidly practised towards Eastern females, 
was commenced with respect to Anoola, whose move- 
ments were to be henceforth restricted within those 
limits, prescribed by the usages of her country. 

The features of the Cingalese are in general plain and 
want that regularity, which distinguishes the Malabar 
countenance, but although this may be generally appli- 
cable to the lower orders, there are some amongst the 
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higher castes^ gifted with more than ordinary beauty ; 
such was the case with the daughter of Sangha, never 
eiqposed to the burning heat of a tropical sun^ her com- 
plexion was many shades lighter than that of her inferior 
countrywomen^ and despite the ignorance that encom- 
passed her^ there were flashes of intelligence beaming 
from her fine eyes^ which bespoke the existence of intel- 
lect only requiring the magic touch of cultivation^ to call 
forth its latent powers^ but she^ alas I was debarred from 
all those advantages^ to which her brother had been 
freely admitted. 

Four years had elapsed^ since he quitted the paternal 
roof, jears to him replete mth more tium the fleeting 
interests of time. Altho^ still of tender age^ the progress 
of Makalan in various branches of study had greatly 
exceeded the expectations of his instructors^ but there 
was one science in which he especially delighted^ it was 
the science of Christianity ; too young for initiation into 
the mysteries of Budahism^ his mind had been &ee fi*om 
any particular bias, when first introduced to the Insti- 
tution at Cotta, and possessing a character of combined 
energy and reflection, had embraced with firmness the 
holy principles, there inculcated. ^In giving stability to 
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these principles^ the companionship of a European 
youth bdonging to the Establishment maiDly contri- 
buted — the father of Henry Maltby had devoted his 
Kfe to the conversion of the heathen^ and that life was 
expended in the arduous service; the dying prayer of 
Mr. Maltby, that his son might be fitted for the same 
great work had been answered, and at the age of 
seventeen, Henry by his own earnest request was ad- 
mitted as an assistant in the Missionary School; he 
seemed to have imbibed all his Parentis enthusiastic zeal 
and eagerly looked forward to the period, when he might 
be permitted to exercise it in a more extended sphere. 

While deeply concerned for the welfare of the young 
converts around him, Henry had early felt a peculiar 
interest in that of Makalan, there was something about 
the disposition and stiU more in the melancholy, which 
frequently over-shadowed the naturally cheerful coun- 
tenance of this boy, that attracted his notice. As time 
advanced a mutual friendship arose between them, the 
cause of grief was then explained and the conversion of 
Anoola, notwithstanding the apparent hopelessness of 
such a task, formed henceforth the ardent desire of both ; 
for in proportion as the light broke more fuUy on the 
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mind of Makalan did he lament over the darkened state 
of his sister's— often^ after long and deep musbig on 
this all absorbing topie^ would he suddenly exclsdm no, 
no, it must not be, were I to let her perish without an 
effort to save, the guilt would be mine, and the dear 
companion of my infancy, what must be her doom ? 
This fearful question the Christian brother dared not 
answer even to himself, but hastening- to the retirement 
of his little apartment sought that guidance he had 
learnt to know could alone prove efficacious under all 
circumstances of doubt and difficulty. The attainment of 
his fifteenth year, warned Mabdan of an event impend- 
ing over the head of Anoola, which caUed for immediate 
exertion on his part, if desirous of averting the revolting 
fate that awaited her: he accordingly determined; ac- 
companied by Henry Maltby, to hasten to his father's 
dwelling, where the two fti^Dida arrived the day previous 
to Sangha's departure for Dambool, the Temple th^e> 
having been selected on the present occasion, to receive 
the offerings which the Adikar annually laid on the 
shrine of the Cingalese deity. 

At the period of which we are writing, the practise 
prevailed and stiU exists, in some parts of Ceylon of 
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uniting one female to all the brothers in the same 
jEBumily,* and this was to be the doom of Tissa^s daughter, 
who had since her infancy been betrothed to the three 
sons of Dapoola a neighbouring Adikar — ^unenlightened 
as she was, her pure mind naturally shrank from so 
horrible a marriage, and throwing herself into the arms 
of Makalan passionately implored him to prevent the 
celebration of these dreaded nuptials; but such entreat 
ties were unnecessary, for, if a heathen could contem- 
plate the prospect with dismay, what must be the 
feelings of one, whose knowledge of better things, had 
taught him to abhor the moral pollution of many customs 
introduced through the vice and ignorance of idolatrous 
nations. As Anoola was to accompany the pilgrimage 
to Dambool, her brother resolved to make one of the 
party, hoping by posing ^thin the very strong holds 
of superstition its glaring folly, to prepare his sister to 
embrace a holier faith. 

On the morning appelated for Sangha^s departure a 
numerous cavalcade preceded by flags of different 
colours, banners exhibiting various devices, and a band 

* Note. — According to Polybius ^'a similar custom once prevailed in 
Sparta.*' 
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of musical iustruments^ assembled before the gate of his 
residence. The procession was headed by the Adikar, 
who reclined within the silky cushioned interior of a 
capacious Palanquin mounted on the shoulders of eight 
bearers^ another of smaller dimensions carried his 
daughter^ followed by two more, containing her brother 
and the young Catechist, while in the rear were several 
baggage coolies conveying provisions for the journey. 
Thus^ according to the Eastern mode of locomotion 
the party proceeded and about noon halted at Nalande. 

The route to this village^ once a military post of some 
importance^ extended through a fine country diversified 
by hill and valley, the fields around bearing plentiful 
crops of rice, so similar to wheat in its outward form, 
that the European might almost imagine he beheld the 
rich produce of his native soil, flourishing amongst the 
trees and plants of a tropical clime. The herds of wild 
Elephants by which the country was infested prepared 
travellers to adopt such means as were likely to ward 
off their approach, light and noise were considered the 
two most effectual modes of defence and were accord- 
ingly invariably resorted to, the former (when nature 
had withdrawn her's) enutted from chules, or torches 
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borne by tbe attendants and the latter emanating in 
most discordant sounds from the inharmonious accom- 
paniment of Cingalese music^ added to the peculiar 
noise something resembling a dirge chaunted by the 
Palanquin bearers^ as they moved rapidly under their 
respective burthens. 

Prom the retirement in which she had hitherto lived, 
each new object was to Anoola, a source of curious inter- 
est mingling with admiration, as some rich and varied 
landscape broke at intevals on her delighted gaze— Scenes 
where nature reigns, unrivalled and alone possess a 
charm rather to be felt than described, for how inade- 
quately can the pen, or pencil do justice to those finer 
touches, which defy the power of art to imitate, or 
pouftray. 

The resting place selected by our party was a 
wild secluded spot on the outskirts of a thick jungle — 
and here, Tissa stiU occupying his Palanquin (which 
served the two-fold purpose of dormitory and convey- 
ance) continued to smoke his favorite Hooka, until 
sleep terminated the amusement : near him^ having 
spread their mats on the bare ground, lay the numer- 
ous attendants whose sonorous breathing audibly pro- 
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claiined that the reign of Somnus had commenced^ all 
nature seemed to own his sway> when Anoola rejoicing 
in the temporary fireedom from restraint and attracted 
by myriads of shining stars sparkling like gems in the 
clear firmament above^ stole -forth to enjoy the beauty 
of the nighty — She had not wandered far, ere a low 
earnest voice met her ear and approaching the spot 
whence it issued, beheld Makalan and his European 
friend kneeling together, the former uttering in Cin- 
galese, words of supplication; their unseen auditor 
listened awhile and distinctly heard her own name 
pronounced : she was indeed the subject of that fervent 
petition, dictated by holy zeal and fraternal love. 

It was just after sunset the following evening, as the 
party entered a narrow jungle path, that some of the 
foremost in the train having descried a rogue Elephant* 
rapidly advancing gave the signal of alarm, with cha- 

* NoTB. — *TtdB appeUation is applied to the animal when rejected 
(for what cause I coald not ascertain,) from associating with the rest 
of the herd. Tims constrained to wander forth alone, the outlawed 
brute becomes so ferociously sa?age, as to render dangerous any neigh- 
bourhood that he infests. — his destruction therefore is chiefly aimed at 
by every elephant hunter in Ceylon. The sport always hazardous, not 
unfrequently pro?es fatal. 

B 
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iactgMifacciifyaidiCBthebeM€i»niirfantMaB^^ deaeacted 
the Palanqidiis and were qidddy followed lij oooliea 
and otlien^ till Sang^ sharing the general panic fled, 
mechanically towards a place of safety^ his son more 
hraye, or less selfish, prepared, aided by a donUe bar- 
relled gan to act on the defensive, while Henry Maltby 
with the coolness and intrepidity which ever distin- 
guishes british courage, hastened to snccoor Anoola 
and seizing the terrified girl in his anns bore her 
beyond the scent of the ferocious anrmal, just then 
rendered more fbrions by a slight graze firom the first 
shot of Makalan's gun, its second discharge happily 
proved more effectual and laid prostrate this Leviathan 
ot the brute Creation, while his expiring groan rever- 
berated long and fearfully through the surrounding 
forest — ^the enemy thus vanquished, the dispersed and 
frightened train began to re-assemble, t;a/ia7i% approach- 
ing the inanimate carcass and extolling the bravery of 
their young master; it is at all times so much easier 
to commendi than to imitate, either a good, or noble 
action. 

The Adikar now fiiUy sensible of the perils that had 
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threatened them and proportionably gratefol for their 
dehyerance, dedicated an additional offering to the Altar 
at Dambool, when his daughter still trembling with 
emotion recounted to him the service of her gallant 
preserver and unclasping a gold bangle of considerable 
value^ which encircled her slender wrist, gracefully i»rof- 
fered it to his acceptance, ^^I thank you maiden was the 
reply, but for myself prize not this glittering ornament, 
nor is it to me your acknowledgements are due, cast 
then your gift into the treasury of the christian Church 
and seek the true Gt)d, our real, tho' unseen protector 
from the danger that so lately encompassed us /^ I be- 
Ueve it she answered in a low tone, last night's prayer 
was heard and the Deity of whom you speak, has preserved 
Anoola, then raising her voice added, take the bangle 
and bestow it as you will, for Sangha's daughter would 
not be deemed ungrateful — ^In reviewing the events of 
the day, Henry with those sanguine and hopefdl feelings 
natural to his character, regarded them as preliminaries 
to the conversion of Anoola, an object more than ever 
ardently desired, for in addition to the motives that first 
influenced him to make the effort, 6thers scarcely less 
powerful were derived from the gentleness and intelli- 

B 2 
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gence of her dispoBitioii, and the reliictaiice die 
to a fate in which many heathens ironld have nnhesita* 
tingly acquiesced — the reflection too^ that he had he^ 
permitted to snatch her firom impending destmctaon^ 
inspired him with confidence that he might also be the 
chosen instnunent to guide aright one, whose yonthfdl 
steps were already bewildered amidst the unknown dan«> 
gers of that ''path which leads to Eternal death.'' 

Notice of so important an event as the visit of Sangha 
Tissa to Dambool had several days preceded his coming 
and a train of Priests bearing the customary presents 
of honey^ fruity and rice met the procession on the out- 
skirts of the village^ and escorted it with every demon-^^ 
stration of respect towards the Temple. 

This celebrated structure^ said to be about two 
thousand years old, is excavated out of the solid rodk, 
and contains several apartm^its, the largest measuring 
sixty yards in length — ^all are elaborately ornamented 
and exhibit ranged round the waU one hundred and 
seventy figures of Budha, also formed of stone, varying 
in size j&om a gigantic monster twelve cubits long and 
proportionably broad, to the dimensions of a small image; 
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besides these^ were representations of Kings, Queens 
and heroes, painted aecording to the costume of the 
times, in which they respectively flourished: while 
Makalan and his Mend paused to contemplate a work 
90 stupendous in its execution, reared by the forced 
labour of an enslaved multitude, and contrasted the more 
independent condition of their descendants — ^the Adikar 
supporting Anoola followed by his numerous retinue 
entered the Wthdorref amidst the loud beating of Tom- 
toms and other national instruments— suspended from 
the ceiling of the principal room hung a yellow and 
crimson coloured curtain, which on being raised dis- 
covered a recumbent figure of Budha, of the enormous 
magnitude already specified. On the Altar and in other 
parts of the Temple, were scattered highly scented 
flowers, amongst which the delicious perftune of the 
Plueria blossom was easily distinguished, around the 
shrine stood several Priests* arrayed in loose yellow 
garments reaching to the ankle, their heads uncovered 

*NoTB. — ^Thete meu are regularly edncated, prohibited from mariylng 
and at the dote of a prescribed terniy installed into their office with 
great pomp— The Budhlst religion is generally professed throughout 
the interior and also by the nujority of the Cingalese on the Coast— 
it is said to have been introduced into Ceylon about 206, b. c. 



22 THE CINGALESE CONVERTS. 

and closely shaven : the only mark of inferiority between 
the diflferent orders of the Priesthood is discemable in 
the shade of the robe, its form and texture being inva- 
riably the same. 

A venerable man of pleasing aspect came forward to 
greet the arrival of Sangha, who having presented a 
costly offering of gold and gems prostrated himiself 
before the object of his superstitious reverence. Anoola 
had also deposited her gift and was about to worship 
the uncouth representation of her country's deity, when 
MakaUn suddenly appearing, led her thro' the crowd, 
now rapidly assembling into another apartment; the 
interior decorations and contents of which, were similaar 
to the one they had just quitted, but the absence of 
light, save the glimmering of a few dim lamps combined 
with the death like stillness that prevailed, revealed the 
rocky edifice in its real character of grand, yet gloomy 
pomp, an involuntary shudder seized Anoola, she tiumed 
and beheld Henry Maltby who approaching nearer thus 
addressed her : — '^tremble not Maiden, these senseless 
images can neither harm, nor protect you, and opening 
a small volume in his hand, read the 15th and three 
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followiiig verses of the 135th Psahn — such are the words 
of inspiration^ tarn then thy face from Idols and seek 
the only living God — the gaze of the speaker at that 
moment rested on several large utensils shaped like 
mortars filled with rice, ostensibly placed there for the 
consumption of Budha, directing the attention of his 
auditor to the glaring absurdity of this provision, en- 
quired, if, she thought it possible stone carved by human 
hands could consimie the food,'^ — common sense dictated 
a reply in the negative ; he then clearly, yet simply 
explained the sin and folly of idolatry. Anoola listened 
the more readily, as unskiUed in sophistry and ignorant 
even of the theory of Budhism, she had no opposing 
arguments to advance, and there, beneath the roof of a 
fjEibric within whose cavernous chambers the sound of 
pagan homage had reverberated through successive ages, 
was the seed of truth sown in the heart of one, who 
from her position seemed least calculated to receive it. 

The Temple ceremonies terminated at midnight, when 
the Adikar, accompanied by the same noise and display 
which had attended his entrance quitted the Fane. It 
must not be supposed that the conversion of Anoola was 



24 THE CINGALESE CONVERTS^ 

immediately effected, yet the first glimpse of knowledge 
had siifficed to create a thirst for more^ and when after 
the lapse of ten days she again entered her ancestral: 
dwellings its owner little thought of the diange that 
short period had produced in the opinions of his daugh* 
ter^-^HDnce convinced of the divine origin of her new 
creed, the young convert prepared to defend it with 
unflinching courage, hers was a character of such blended 
firmness and energy as to justify the belief, that had she 
lived in those days of barbarous persecution, when the 
votaries of Christianity expu^d amidst flames and 
torture, she would have endured either, with the heroism 
of a martyr, rather than have compromised her faith. 

To triumph however, over the habits of years is 
not the work of a moment, and months passed away 
ere Anoola was enabled entirely to cast aside the 
trammels of heathenism, yet fireedom, that glorious 
freedom which the Gospel brings came at last and with 
it, the determination to resist even unto death, if 
necessary, the unnatural union that awaited her; its 
celebration had been already postponed in compliance 
with the request of Makalan, prior to the departure 
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of himself and companion for the Missionary Institu- 
tion. The time was now &8t approaching^ when a 
second visit from them might be anticipated^ to this 
event our heroine looked forward with mingled hope 
and apprehension^ it was to be the signal for disclosing 
her real sentiments and perhaps braving parental an- 
thoritji an act of temerity miprecedented in Cingalese 
history. 

The first intimation of his daughter's conversion waa 
received by Tissa with unqualified astonishment and rage^ 
which for a considerable period rendered him insensible 
to her entreaties^ or the arguments of MalLalan, these 
eventually conjoined to his natural love of self indulgence, 
and hatred of any thing that threatened its interruption, 
induced him to consent (provided the matter could be 
peaceably arranged with the sons of Diqppoola) to 
dissolve the marriage contract and permit Anoola to 
profess openly the faith she had embraced. 

The intended bridegrooms having been persuaded to 
relinquish their claims, Makalan next ventured to pro- 
pose his sister being placed for further instruction 
imder the charge of the head Missionary's amiable wife ; 
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this point, iho* yet more reluctantiiy was also conceded, 
and Anoolfl blessmg her father for the permission, 
became shortly afterwards the happy inmate of a 
christian dwelling, 

The very rare occurrence of a high caste Eastern 
female de^ertin^ the Halls and worship of her ancestors, 
rendered our Cingalese maiden an object of general 
attention, whilst those amongst whom she resided soon 
learnt to regard her with deep and affectionate int^est. 

The task of imparting knowledge to so docile and 
intelligent a pupil was both easy and delightful, to her^ 
its acquisition opened up sources of hitherto unimagmed 
enjoyment^ in which, had human learning been their 
sole spring she might contentedly have revelled alone, but 
the very genius of Christianity precludes selfishness, 
and none who fully appreciate the value of spiritual 
blessings ever wished to monopolize them. 

There were many circumstances that attracted towards 
Anoola the regard of Henry Maltby, who as far, as 
human agency was concerned, had been the principal 
means of her emancipation from heathen darkness and 



THB CINaALESE CONVERTS. 2f 

continued to view with holy exultation the progress of 
this young proselyte "in the way that leadeth unto life/'~ 
yet the link which most closely united them was the 
mutual and ardent desire to spread abroad the glad 
tidings of Salvation — ^Another year and he would be 
fitted by "the imposition of hands^^ to assume the office 
of Missionary^ and Anoola's baptism^ delayed thus long 
at her own request^ for with true humility she hesitated 
to pronounce vows of such deep and solemn import^ was 
to take place on the same occasion. 

Time's swift pLuions rapidly bore away the intervening 
days^ weeks^ and months that were to elapse, ere the 
estimable and distinguished Metropolitian of British 
India., landed on the shores of Ceylon, crowds afisembled 
in and around the sacred Edifice at Cotta on the morning: 
of the Bishop's arrival there, to witness the ordination 
of Henry Maltby, who entered the Church attended 
with affectionate respect by the members of the College^ 
where he had so long and ably officiated as catechist. 

The group then present would have made a singolarfy 
interesting picture, so strikingly did the Eastern cos- 
tume of his companions, contrast with the simple gaxb 
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of the young candidate for Orders — amongst the spec- 
tators of this imposing scene^ was one whose attention 
seemed more than commonly absorbed^ that individual 
was Makalan^ who while sympathising in the additional 
responsibilities of his friend, looked forward to the 
period when he might be deemed worthy to occupy a 
similar station in the Christian Ministry. 

The ordination service having closed with an impres- 
sive address from the Bev. Prelate, our heroine supported 
on either side by her kind instructress and brother, 
timidly approached the baptismal Font — and there knelt 
in meek devotion, the descendant of a pagan race, who 
only two years previously had bowed before the Altar 
q£ her country's Idol — It was a joyful and affecting 
spectacle in which angels might have sympathised, to 
behold that young and attractive being, so lately rescued 
from destruction, publicly enlisting under the up-lifted 
banners of the cross; — ^never perhaps were faith, hope 
and gratitude drawn from the fountain of divine grace, 
more expressively pourtrayed than on the counte- 
nance of Anoola, as with lowly reverence she received 
the outward sign and symbol of her admission within 
the pale of Christ's Church, how different to the blended 
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stpathy and superstition which had accompanied her 
offering at the shrine of Budhism — as contrasted, were 
her present unostentatious habiliments, to the costly 
gems which had then sparkled in the dress of Sangha^s 
daughter — ^who now, having renounced "the pomp and 
vanity of the world^^ resolved henceforth to wear no 
other ornaments than those recommended by the 
Apostle. 

It was not long after his ordination, ere the new 
Missionary obtained an appointment to one of the more 
remote Provinces of India, and only awaited the sailing 
of the vessel that was to bear him to that distant 
station — then, and not till then, did the interest he had 
hitherto experienced for Awna (the name by which we 
must now designate our heroine) deepen into sentiments 
of yet warmer regard, a regard, strong in proportion to 
the circumstances that had created it— one engrossing 
theme pervaded the hearts of each and cemented the 
bond of mutual affection, and when Henry in the plain 
language of manly confidence claimed her as the partner 
of his earthly destiny, the sharer of his toils, and 
participator in the high privilege of extending "the 
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Hedeem^s Kingdom/^ they equally felt, that the attach- 
ment which bound them could neither be increased, 
nor diminished by any of those casualties too apt to 
influence worldly minds, rendering their love dependant 
on the transient endurance of beauty, or some other 
not less fragile possession. 

The nuptial benediction having been pronounced on 
the young minister and his Eastern bride, they hastened 
to pay a farewell visit to Sangha Tissa, who welcomed 
the latter with as much affection as his indolent nature 
was capable of evincing, and even listened patiently to 
her arguments in favour of the religion she professed, yet 
the seed thus sown, fell alas! on barren ground, and Anna 
could only pray for her parentis conversion, as she sor- 
rowfully bade him adieu — and with one last look of 
tearful interest quitted for ever the home of her child- 
hood, followed only by a faithful domestic and the 
beautiful white Elk, which had grown up under the 
fostering care of its gentle mistress. 



On the acclivity of a hill close to whose base, flows the 
majestic Granges — stands a line of buildiags chiefly re- 
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markable for the siniplicity which distinguishes them 
from the neighbouring Palaces and Pagodas^ these nn* 
pretending edifices form the site of Henry Maltby^s 
Missionary labours^ and there the christian teacher and 
his devoted wife at length reap the rich reward of their 
mutual and untiring zeal, in beholding what was once a 
moral Wilderness overspread with noxious weeds, pro- 
ducing the sweet flowers of Paradise — ^Young and tender 
plants training for Eternity under her own immediate 
guidance, greet the glad eyes of Anna, as she daily 
imparts to the httle flock that knowledge, which "maketh 
wise unto Salvation^' — ^In four years after the departure 
of his friend and sister from the Island of Ceylon, 
Makalan, or Stephen (the name given him when bap- 
tised) resigning the wealth and rank of an Adikar to 
which the death of Sangha Tissa entitled him, went 
forth to preach the Gk)spel — and various were the scenes 
he traversed in the execution of this great Mission — 
once and once only, did he journey towards the happy 
dwelling of his relatives, where in the reciprocation of 
christian confidence and domestic afiection, a brief 
season of peaceful enjoyment passed away, unsullied by 
any of those contending passions that so frequently in- 
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temtpt felidtjr based on less stable principles — engaged 
in tbe same momentoas pursuit^ to them, the concerns 
of time, became of secondaiy importance, and when 
they parted, tho^ probably to meet no more on Earth, 
the half breathed sigh brightened into a joyous smile, 
emanating from the hope of an Eternal remiion in the 
realms of immortality. 



jTinifit* 



Ef^t ^too iStilialfii. 



There is always sometMng of interest connected with 
a wedding. This simple word has power to conjure up 
in the ever-active imagination of youth a variety of 
images, in the composition of which hope and fancy 
generally take the lead, picturing scenes of happiness 
for the newly-wedded pair, too seldom realized in the 
sequel. By the more experienced observer of life, espe- 
cially of married Kfe, a bridal is viewed with very different 
feelings, but in either case is calculated to create the 
sympathy of the beholder, even when the individuals who 
occasion it are unknown; how much more powerful then 
must be this sentiment, when called into action by those 
to whom ties of relationship or affection bind us. I can 
well remember the vivid emotions of my heart, when, for 
the first time, in the character of bridesmaid, I stood 
before the alter by the side of my early Mend. Many 
years have passed since then; and although nuptial 
favours and blushing brides still claim my notice, the 
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former are beheld merely as the vaiii pageant of a 
moment^ the others pitied as the victims of probable 
disappointment and useless regret. — It was on one fine 
morning, towards the end of September, about three 
years ago, that, while strolling with a young acquaintance 
through PaU MaU, we were attracted by the sight of a 
crowd collected near the entrance of St. James^ Church, 
and on approaching perceived four carriages stationed 
before the doors, which firom the decoration of the horses 
and postillions evidently belonged to a wedding cortege. 
Having ascertained this fact I moved onwards, but was 
arrested by the entreaties of my companion, who, with 
all the eagerness natural to her age, urged me to remain. 
We accordingly took up our position amongst the other 
bystanders, and in twenty minutes afterwards had the 
satisfaction of seeing the church-door thrown open and 
the bridal train slowly moving down the aisle. The 
existence of youth and beauty is so commonly associated 
with the idea of a bride, that it becomes difficult to realize 
any other image. In the present instance, however, the 
lady on whom the marriage ceremony had just bestowed 
that title, possessed no decided pretensions to either; but 
the lapse of time, while it had bereft her of one charm 
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had not destroyed all traces of former loveliness; for she 
was still a peculiarly interesting looking woman^ and 
her pale face appeared at this moment lit up by a look 
of calm joy, which seemed to struggle for victory with 
the habitually melancholy expression of her eyes. The 
Gentleman on whose arm she leant, might have been a 
a few years her senior, and his bronzed complexion be- 
tokened a long residence in some tropical clime. As 
they passed close to the spot where we stood, I could not 
avoid remarking the half-deprecatory, half-gratefiil ex- 
pression of countenance, with which he ever and anon 
regarded his newly-made wife. A few minutes and the 
equipages were out of sight, but my curiosity, which had 
been powerfully excited, did not so quickly subside. 
I was persuaded that some imusual events must have 
marked the past life of the two individuals just united^ 
whose names and history I had an unaccountable desire 
to learn. Most unexpectedly this wish was partly gratified. 
On the ensuing morning, while looking over the news- 
paper, the following announcement caught my attention, 
'^Married on the 24th September, at St. James' Church, 
Colonel Wentworth, of the — Regiment, recently returned 
from a protracted service in the West Indies, to Emily, 

a2 
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only daughter of his respected firiend^ the late General 
Mansfield^ tinder whose auspices Colonel W. commenced 
his military career/' — ^It immediately occurred to me, (a 
long residence in the West Indies, accounting for the tinge 
in my hero's physiognomy,)that this paragraph mustrefer 
to the bride and bridegroom of yesterday. So ready are 
we to grasp at what-ever seems to favour the fulfilment 
of our wishes, that I exultingly exclaimed, ^ Veil, I have 
at least discovered their names/' This remark eUcited 
the observation of a gentleman present^ who, on being 
informed of the circumstances which gave rise to it, told 
me the parties were known to him, that I was right in 
my conjecture as to their identity, and equally so in 
supposing their story to be an uncommon one. Perceiv- 
ing the interest I took in the subject, he detailed to me 
several incidents connected with the history of Colonel 
Wentworth, and subsequently, at my earnest request, 
committed his little narrative to paper. I have since 
then, within the last twelvemonth, obtained through the 
meditim of this friend a few additional facts, which en- 
ables me to complete the simple unvarnished tale I now 
venture to publish. It pretends to no merit beyond that 
of having been founded upon the basis of truth; but a» 
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the interest originally felt in its contents sprung solely 
£rom this cause^ judging by analogy^ the same effects 
may be again produced^ and others participate in the 
sentiments which the first perusal of these pages inspired. 

The period for emancipating the Regiment from 

foreign service had at length arrived, and after ten years' 
sojourn amongst the West Indian Islands, it was ordered 
home, with ranks thinned, alas, by fever and disease : 
but, nevertheless, the mandate was a joyful one to many 
hearts, hearts that had perhaps long yearned to embrace 
friends and kindred, or some still more fondly loved 
object of home attachment, remembered amidst the 
change of clime and innumerable vicissitudes that attend 
on a Soldier's life. The departure of one regiment is so 
immediately preceded by the arrival of another, that 
words of greeting and welcome addressed to the new 
comers imperceptibly mingle with the last farewell to an 
old acquaintance. In military life these partings and 
meetings are of frequent recurrence, and a friendship is 
scarcely matured 'ere the fiat for separation goes forth. 
In the present instance, the troop ship that was to convey 
the Regiment to Barbadoes and take back th< 
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had been for some days eagerly expected, when the usual 
signal, just as morning broke in all the rich beauty of a 
tropical sunrise, announced the approach of a vessel 
towards the harbour. In warm climates the early hours 
are passed generally in the open air, and the awaking 
of "the bright god of day^' is not, as with us, a rare sight : 
so that, on the occasion referred to, several individuals 
were abeady assembled on the beach to observe the 
progress of the vessel in question, which, when near 
enough to exchange signals, was discovered to be the 
Belvidere transport. The Harbour Master and other 
officials were quickly alongside, and shortly afterwards 
the various spectators had the satisfaction of seeing her 
safely anchored before Bridge-town. It was not until 
late in the evening, that the partial disembarkation of 
the troops was effected, two companies still remaining 
on board, there not being sufficient room in the Barracks 
for their immediate accommodation. The charge of these 
men devolved on two junior officers, who, after the de- 
parture of their companions might be seen walking the 
deck alternately engaged in conversation, or gazing on 
the objects around them. It was a calm lovely night, 
and the profound tranquillity that reigned over the Bay, 
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on whose surface lay numerous vessek in motionless 
repose, contrasted forcibly with the various symptoms 
of active life exhibited a few hours previously in the same 
locahty. The effect of moonlight on any scene is pe- 
culiarly favourable to first impressions; for, throwing into 
shade every harsher feature, it reveals only the beauties 
of the landscape, and gives even a tinge of romance to 
what in reality may be perfectly commonplace. Such, 
at lesust, seemed to be the effect produced on the two 
officers : for a pause of considerable length was inter- 
rupted by the younger one remarking, ^TL suppose, Uke 
myself. Prank, you have been lost in admiring contem- 
plation during the last half hour. I begin to think a 
temporary sojourn in the tropics may be endurable, if as 
you lead me to hope, it will hasten my promotion, and 
by that means enable me to return home and claim the 
hand of Emily." ^T^ere is little doubt, my dear fellow," 
replied his friend, "of your accomplishing this object; so 
pray, be contented, and enjoy all the good that falls in 
your way while here. A bachelor^s life should always 
be a merry one ; and the dark complexioned damsels of 
Barbadoes, I hear, have their attractions as well as our 
fairer countrywomen : but you, of course, are invulner- 
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able, and proof against all charms, save those of the 
peerless Emily." This was said in a tone of badinage, 
which seemed to grate harshly on the ears of his hstener, 
who with a voice of iQ-concealed emotion, requested his 
feelings might be spared on that subject, adding, "if you. 
Prank, knew the power of real love centred in a being 
so pure and highly gifted, as the one to whom my heart 
is devoted, you would cease to trifle with an afiPection 
thus deep and sacred in its character/' The only an- 
swer to this short, but energetically delivered speech, was 
a look fall of scornful rage, strongly blended with acute, 
though momentary suffering. It passed, however, un- 
observed, and both parties remained, for some time, 
absorbed in their own reflections. Conversation, when 
resumed, turned upon different topics, and shortly after 
the young men separated for the night. Charles retired 
to his cabin, but not to sleep ; while his late companion 
continued to pace the deck with a step betokening 
extreme mental agitation. 

To throw some light on the proceedings of the Indi- 
viduals just introduced to the readers notice, it will be ne- 
cessary to take a glance at their respective positions, an- 
terior to the period of theBelvidere's arrival at Barbadoes. 
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Charles Wentworth, was the second son of a beneficed 
clergyman residing in the south of England^ who^ knowing 
and dreading the evils inseparable from, a public School, 
decided on bringing up his two boys at home; but, consci- 
ous, on the other hand, of the disadvantages resulting 
from an entirely private education, added four or five 
youths of a similar age to his domestic circle, thus afford- 
ing the opportunity of mutual emulation and improvement 
to his pupils, whom he superintended with a tutor's watch- 
fulness added to a father's care. The contrast between 
the dispositions of the two brothers proved a barrier to that 
intimate association, which might otherwise have resulted 
from their fraternal relationship. Though always regard- 
ing each other with kindly and brotherly feelings, they 
were but little together, the elder beiag solely devoted to 
study and pursuits connected with the sacredprofession,for 
which he was intended, while Charles, who was of a lively 
temperament, full of buoyant spirits and youthful ardour, 
naturally sought the companionship of those, whose 
tastes more nearly assimilated to his own. Among the 
pupils at the Vicarage, was a lad some four yeajrs the 
senior of Charles, in whose society he passed much of 
his time, and a friendship soon sprang up between them. 
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Frank Henderson was the only son of a Colonel. Though 
young he had seen something of the world, and had al- 
ready imbibed a decided predilection for the army. 
To great quickness and penetration of character, he added 
an insinuating address, but withal artificial and studied 
far beyond what was either pleasing, or desirable at 
his early age : but Charles saw no faults in his Mend, 
whom he looked up to, as a superior, while he regarded 
him as an equal and companion. — Under these circum- 
stances it is not surprising that he imbibed a taste for 
military life, which to his enthusiastic fancy, presented 
many imaginary attractions. Mr. Wentworth perceiving 
the bent of his son^s mind, thought it useless to offer any 
opposition and through the interest of an old Mend, 
General Mansfield, obtained the promise of a commission 
for him, when he should have completed his 19th year. 
The time having arrived for Henderson^s return to the 
Paternal roof, the yoimg Mends parted, and in rather 
less than two years after that event, Charles was appoint- 
ed to the th regiment, then stationed at Plymouth, 

where Greneral Mansfield resided. This circumstance 
was naturally deemed highly advantageous to the youth- 
ful officer, and he soon became a frequent visitor at the 
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house of the General, who dehghted to engage him in 
the capacity of Ustener, whilst recounting the exploit and 
adventures of Ms own military career, on which he expa- 
tiated with all the enthusiasm of a veteran. It was not, 
however, these oft repeated anecdotes, or the useful pro- 
fessional instruction with which they were interlarded, 
though always attended to with becoming deference, that 
constituted the attraction of Mansfield House : its most 
powerful fascination consisted in the presence of the 
Greneral's only daughter, a beautiful and accomplished 
girl the pride of her father's age, and the brightest or- 
nament of his mansion. To trace the growth of first love 
in two young hearts, or to delineate the fervour, the 
strength, the purity of such an attachment, ere the mind 
becomes contaminated and its finest impulses concealed, 
or rather lost beneath the artificial mask, which Society 
imposes on its more experienced votaries, would be an 
useless eflfbrt. Those who have felt the influence of such 
a passion would deem it but imperfectly pourtrayed, and 
those on the other hand, who have not, would consider 
the description as the mere rhapsodical effusion of a ro- 
mantic brain. We will, therefore, limit ourselves to 
saying, that the acquaintance of a few months, led im- 
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perceptibly to a mutual affection between our hero and 
Emily Mansfield. The General, whose disinterested 
nature spumed all mercenary considerations, unhesita- 
tingly sanctioned his daughter's choice, only stipulating 
that a few more years must have elapsed and Giarles have 
attained the rank of Captain, before their union took 
place. With this arrangement the lovers were &in to be 
content, and hope painted the future in aQ the bright and 
glowing tints, which captivate young imaginations. — ^In 
the midst of these sweet dreams, orders arrived for the — 
Begiment to hold itself in readiness to embark for the 
West Indies in two months from the date of the dispatch. 
This fiat was unwelcome to many, though to none more so, 
than to Charles and his affianced bride. The General, 
softened by the sight of their distress, suggested the 
possibility of an exchange, but while this matter was 
under debate, the unexpected appearance of Lieutenant 
Henderson, gave a new turn to the affair. He had 
obtained a short leave, and actuated partly by curiosity 
to see Miss Mansfield, the £une of whose attractions, 
had through various channels reached his ears, and 
partly desirous of renewing an intimacy with the com- 
panion of his more juvenile days, hastened to Plymouth. 
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The meeting between these two yoimg men was a source 
of mutual pleasure^ and Frank had shortly the additional 
satisfaction of being presented at Mansfield House^ where 
the fascination of his manners and conversation^ soon 
rendered him a welcome guest especially to its master^ 
whose favor he assiduously studied to gain^ hoping by that 
means ev^itually to accomplish the perfidious project to 
which his introduction into this family had given birth: 
the exquisite beauty and unsophisticated character of 
Emily^ had already created the most passionate admira- 
tion, which, conjointly with one of the worst feelings of 
our nature,envy,whoIly engrossed the mind of Henderson. 
This latter sentiment was excited against his more fortu* 
nate friend, to supplant whom became the sole object of 
his thoughts and wishes. But Frank was an adept at 
dissimulation^ and without difficulty concealed both his 
sentiments and intentions. Meanwhile he determined 
that Charles should accompany his regiment abroad, and 
succeeded in persuading all parties that the adoption of 
this measure would be equally honorable and advanta- 
geous, and to further demonstrate his sincerity, effected 

an exchange with an officer of the > in order as he 

affirmed, to enjoy the society, and if possible, mitigate 
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the regrets of his Mend, during their absence from 
England. To these views the General acceded the more 
readily, as he was a great stickler for mihtary renown, 
and considered that the fame of his future son-in-law 
would undoubtedly be tarnished by any endeavour to 
avoid foreign service. 

Every thing being thus finally settled, Prank set oflF 
for London, having vainly essayed to attract the notice of 
Emily; and fearing to excite suspicion by outstepping the 
bounds of moderation, thought it advisable to take leave 
for the present, particularly, as he meant to shape the 
method of his future proceedings in concert with an in- 
dividual, whose aid he knew, could be purchased, and 
whose conscience, he beheved, would not interfere with 
the transaction of any business, however dubious its 
nature. Two years^ intercourse with that portion of 
society, whose only aim is self-gratification, pursued even 
at the expense of others' happiness, and the sacrifice of 
every moral obligation, short of what leads to open dis- 
grace in the eyes of the world, had done much to 
strengthen the evil tendencies of Henderson's disposition. 
The spoiled child of fortune, early accustomed to adula- 
tion, he had rarely expressed a wish that was not 
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promptly realised, and now having determined on the 
possession of Emily Mansfield, no considerations of 
firiendship, no pleadings of justice, or pity were allowed 
to obstruct the resolution he had formed. With senti- 
ments how widely differing from eax;h other are the 
movements of time estimated according to the circum- 
stances in which we are involved. By the gay and 
hght-hearted its progress is scarcely heeded : by those 
who enjoy a happiness limited, to some given period, 
the rapidity of its flight is lamented, as the abbreviator 
of their transient bliss : whilst others, and by far the 
greater number, would fain accelerate its speed in the 
hope of acquiring some yet imattained good. The 
position of our lovers naturally disposed them to regard 
every hour that passed as an item deducted from their 
sum of fehcity, and as bringing nearer the dreaded 
moment of separation, which arrived but too quickly. 
We shall omit the farewell scene, leaving its painful 
details to the readers^ imagination. That over, Charles 
accompanied by Frank Henderson, (who had previously 
revisited Plymouth) embarked with his regiment on 
board the Belvidere; and after a voyage during which 
the usual variety of weather prevailed, reached the 
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anchorage off Bridge Town, where we have Already mada. 
the acquaintance of our hero and his treacherous assodate* 

The first view of a tropical landscape is peculiarly 
attractive to Europeans, and although familiarity ne- 
cessarily renders the sameness that characterises it 
more apparent, still the graceful bearing of the Cocoa- 
nut and Musa, the stately form of the cabbage tree, and 
luxuriant foliage of the tamarind and bread-fruit trees, 
must ever challenge the beholders admiration. In point 
of natural scenery, Barbadoes is less interesting than 
many other parts of the West Indies. There is no 
high land throughout the island: but the soil is 
successAilly cultivated, and produces plentiful crops of 
sugar, besides cotton: and the climate is considered 
more salubrious than that of the neighbouring Isles. 
These advantages were commented on with evident 
satisfaction by some young Barbadians, under whose 
escort Charles and Frank, as soon as emancipated from 
duty on board the Belvidere, made their d^but in 
Bridgetown, which they found to be of considerable 
extent, containing many good streets and imposing 
edifices. Several buildings in a state of decay were 
eagerly pointed out by their companions as proving the 
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antiquity of the town. These West Indians were the 
sons of wealthy planters and good specimens of the 
dass^ to which they belonged; officiously obliging^ and 
ever " on hospitable thoughts intent " they were at the 
same time fully impressed with a sense of their own 
consequence^ not only as possessors of immense riches^ 
and absolute rulers over a considerable number of human 
creatures, but as being real Barbadians^ bom on the 
shores of '^ Little England/' a distinction, to which 
individuals, of whatever colour, or degree, fortunate 
enough to claim the same birthplace attach an inordinate 
degree of importance.* 

The excellence of the pubUc roads formed another 
theme for eulogy: nor could the strangers withhold 
the commendation justly due as they rode one afternoon 
with their Barbadian acquaintances at a brisk rate over 

*N0TE. — ^lliere is certainly some ground for this assamption of supe- 
riority, Barbadoes being one of onr oldest colonies, and never 
subjected to any other than British sway. It is moreover fomons 
for its steady adherence to the cause of monarchy during the 
usurpation of Cromwell.*— The resistance then made to the Protec- 
tor's power has given this island a conspicuous place in past annals, 
exclusively of its present importance both in civil, military, and 
ecclesiastical rule. 

B 
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the smooth level ground to an estate aboat six miles firom 
Bridgetown, where a large party given in honour of the 
— Regiment was assembled. West Indian hospatality has 
ever been proverbial, and no doubt 20 years ago was 
more profusely exercised than at present. The Planters 
were then an extremely opulent body of men, and the 
pleasures of the table were sought both abroad and at 
home with an avidity that has happily been replaced by 
more rational enjoyments. The entertainment just 
referred to was on a splendid scale, and the new comers 
were somewhat astomshed at a display of magnificence, 
to which their own country, except in the very highest 
circles rarely affords a parallel. Within, the lofiy 
and spacious saloon, into which the guests, (including 
the principal civilians and other persons of distinction 
in the island) were ushered, was supplied every requisite 
for luxurious comfort: numerous ottomans and couches 
seemed to invite their occupants to repose: a beautifully 
worked mat covered the floor: and vases of rare porcelain, 
filled with aromatic herbs shed a delicious perfume over 
the apartment: while the soft, balmy air of evening 
found its way through the many latticed windows, which 
serve as ventilators to a tropical residence. In a hall of 
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yet more extensive dimensions separated from the saloon 
by folding doors, appeared a table arranged with much 
taste, and exhibiting a choice of viands, that might have 
satisfied the most fastidious palate. If any fault could 
be detected, it consisted in the superabundance of the 
feast, which was composed of every deUcacy that nature 
in her spontaneous bounty produces, or the inventions 
of luxury can procure. To the banquet succeeded dan- 
cing, with its invariable accompaniment, music, and 
mornings' dawn found the revel still unfinished. 

Part of the company now withdrew, but many remained, 
and the festivities, according to a prevalent, though very 
pernicious custom, considering the nature of the climate, 
continued during the two following days, Charles was 
amongst the guests that retired, being too preoccupied 
with thoughts of Emily and home, to devote his time to 
unrestrained dissipation. These scenes of gaiety and 
conviviality were of frequent recurrence: invitations 
came pouring in; and it was impossible to refrise them; 
for the hospitable Barbadians would receive no excuse. 
Thus were the officers of the — , engaged in a constant 
round of visiting. Nothing could better suit the views 
of Henderson, who hoped through the medium of plea- 

B 2 
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sure gradually to undermine the principles of liis victim. 

To further this laudable design^ he introduced him to 
the ^^ Rainbow balls/^ which^ as the name implies, 
exhibit a variety of colour^ the complexions of the guests 
partaking of every imaginable shade from the dark hue 
of AMca to the fair tint of northern Europe. Their 
costume is no less diversified^ and in some instances 
remarkably grotesque. In these heterogeneous assem- 
bUes there is so much of novelty and amusement^ that 
European gentlemen are often induced to visit them as 
objects of curiosity. At the same time few can be 
ignorant of the contaminating influence they are likely 
to exert^ if much frequented^ over the minds and morals 
of youth; but Charles had no inclination to endanger 
his^ amidst such scenes. Emily^s letters^ of which he 
was now the happy possessor of several, seemed gifted 
with a talismanic power to shield him from evil; and 
the hours, which others devoted to dissipation, were by 
him consecrated to the remembrance of her, whose pure 
image was enshrined within his heart. The failure 
of one manoeuvre did not, however, in the least 
discourage Henderson, who, like a skilful general, had 
immediate recourse to a new mode of attack, and entering 
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into a correspondence with his nefarious agent^ concerted 
a scheme that must ultimately blight the happiness of 
Charles^ even if it proved ineffectual to secure his own. 
The evil device soon began to work^ and three or four 
vessels arrived in succession &om England^ without 
bringing the usual specimens of penmanship from the 
fair hand of Emily. Meanwhile^ her lover^ distracted 
by anxiety^ had repeatedly written to enquire the reason 
of this unaccountable silence^ and at lengthy after a most 
painful suspense of nearly five months^ duration^ the 
following letter was received. 
Dear Charles^ 

'^ It is at all times an unpleasant and humiliating task 
** to confess ourselves in faulty but more especially^ when 
*' such an acknowledgment is addressed to the individual^ 
'^ whom that very fault may be most calculated to injure. 
" An unwillingness to inflict pain on you has hitherto kept 
''me silent: for^ conscious that I could not wiite in the 
'' same strain as formerly^ and wanting courage to avow 
''the change my sentiments had imdergone^ I delayed 
" making this confession until your importunities ren- 
" dered any further procrastination impossible. Having 
" nothing to plead in extenuation of conduct that must 
" necessarily bear the stamp of fickleness^ I would only 
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^^urge you to recollect that we are not altogether 

" responsible for the impulses by which we are actuated^ 

" and that an inexperienced heart may sometimes mis- 

^^take its own feelings. Of the altered nature of mine 

"you are now aware: I will only add this statement has 

not been made with a view to dissolve the engagement 

subsisting between us, but merely to obviate any future 

"misapprehension, should you still desire to claim the 

" unworthy hand of ^^ 

"Emily Mansfield. ^^ 

The first perusal of this extraordinary composition 
took from Charles even the power of thought; and he 
remained for some minutes in motionless surprise. At 
length, partially recalling his scattered senses, a feeling 
of doubt arose as to the reality of what he read. Eager 
to confirm it, he drew from next his heart, where it had 
long lain hidden, the previous letter of Emily. How 
widely dififerent to the one just perused were its contents, 
breathing all the fond devoted love a timid maiden dare 
avow. He compared the handwriting of the two epistles^ 
and felt there could be no mistake. Then came the 
dreadful conviction, that she whom he had almost 
worshipped, on whose truth he had staked his whole 
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amount of earthly felicity, was false, lost to him for ever: 
for he disdained the cold offer to fulfil an engagement, 
in which her affections were no longer concerned, — 
overwhelmed by the sudden blow that had fallen on 
him, the unhappy young officer contiauedfor some time 
in a state of stupor, bordering on despau", from which 
he was roused by the entrance of Henderson, who 
approached with an open letter, and in a voice of well- 
feigned commiseration enquired the cause of his friend's 
unwonted appearance. The only answer to this question 
was a glance at the fatal document, which lay on the 
floor. Having read it, he expressed the utmost asto- 
nishment and chagrin, adding, then the truth of what I 
regarded as a mere idle report is confirmed. A commu- 
nication just received from Plymouth mentions that 
Miss Mansfield has lately been mudi seen in public, 
where she is constantly attended by a gentlemaai of 
reputed large fortune and remarkably handsome appear- 
ance. It is also said that he has proposed and her 
acceptance of him depends on some circumstance^ the 
particulars of which are not generally known. Indigna- 
tion for a time triumphed over sorrow, and under the 
influence of that feeling, Charles penned a severe aiuspver 
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to her^ whom he had hitherto addressed only in strains 
of: tenderness and respect : and while releasing her £rom 
an engagement^ which had evidently become hatefdl, 
bitterly reproached the fickleness that could so soon 
weary of ties once deemed sacred and indissoluble. 

This epistle dispatched^ gnef again resumed its empire 
over the writers^ mind^ and he sunk into such a state of 
despondency^ that even Henderson began to tremble for 
the consequences of the step he had undertaken. At 
this juncture^ it was found necessary to send a detach- 
ment to the neigbouring isle of St. Vincents^ : and the 
state of young Wentworths' health and spirits^ with the 
benefit^ that might probably accrue from change of 
scene^ ^having been represented to the Commander in 
chiefs he was immediately orderd to accompany it ; and 
Vrank easily procured an appointment to the same service. 

A few days prior to their embarkation the latter receiv- 
ed another communication from his correspondent, which 
stat^ that General and Miss Mansfield had left Plymouth 
on a tour into Italy, at the termination of which she was 
to be united to her new lover. The reason assigned for 
this continental excursion, was the lady^s reluctance to 
appear again in the character oiKfitmde, so immediately 
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after the dissolution of her previous engagement. Tbjd 
first part only of this information was correct : for the 
real motive of Emily and her father's departure bore no 
affinity to that imparted by the well-paid inventor of 
these base falsehoods. But the miserable dupe of 
txeachery had been sucessfully blinded, and implicitly 
crediting all that his wily informant chose to assert, 
became more fiilly convinced of the utter faithlessness 
of the woman he adored; and whose apparently cruel 
desertion had reduced him to the brink of despair^ and 
so completely undermined his healthy that he became 
subject to a low fever^ which though generally attributed 
to the effects of cUmate^ was in fact the result of extreme 
mental suffering. The detachment sent from Barbadoes 
had been quartered about three months at St. Vincents' 
before our hero's strength was sufficiently recruited to 
bear any exercise beyond a short drive. As he advanced, 
however, towards convalescence, his chief enjoyment Con- 
sisted in wandering forth alone, and while gazing on 
the beauties of creation, he found a temporaxy obUvion 

of the sad thoughts which continually oppressed him. 

• 

The balmy serenity of an evening beneath the tropies 

has been the theme of many a poet's song, and in actual 



26 TH£ TWO BEIDALS. 

experience ia scarcely less delightful than the most vivid 
imagination can paint it. After an exposure of several 
hours to an atmospheric heat of ahnost insufferable 
power^ the air becomes gradually cooler^ till the hardly 
perceptible twilight is succeeded by the queen of nighty 
whose bright refulgent beams here shiue with added 
splendour^ as if to make amends for the briefiiess of 
that " witching hour, " which of more protracted dura- 
tion in colder latitudes forms the link between the 
setting of one luminary and the rising of another. On 
such an evening as this Charles' solitary rambles had 
eonducted him to an eminence, which commanded a 
£ne view of Kingston, the Harbour, Fort Charlotte and 
much of the surrounding cotmtry, when his contempla- 
tions were interrupted by the approach of Henderson, 
who immediately began to comment on the superior 
attractions of St. Vincents. "It has justly, ^^ he 
remarked, ^^ been ranked amongst the most beautiful 
of the Carribean Isles. Only observe those higher 
mountains rising in lofty grandeur to the height (^ 
4000 feet above the level of the sea, and crowned to 
their very summits with a rich profusion of vegetation, 
in the midst of which the gigantic arborescent fern* 

* NOTB.— This plant grows to the height of 20 feet. 
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appears caaspieaous. The town too^ although exhibiting 
few architectural graces^ invites notice from its peculiarly 
tropical character^ in supporting which the greGnjaUmries 
used here instead of glass windows^ seem chiefly 
instrumental. ^^ I quite agree in your admiration of 
this dharming island^ rqoined Charles^ ^^ and must 
henceforth endeavour to regard it as my fdture home^ 
being resolved never to revisit the British shores. ^' 
^^Make no rash protestations^ Wentworth: you are not 
to resign all hopes of happiness^ because one woman has 
proved untrue : there are many yet in England quite as 

fair as ." "Name her not'^ hastily exclaimed the 

individual addressed : "I have forsworn matrimony^ and 
will never be deceived again by any of her false sex.'^ 
" Well, even so '^ replied Frank, " you need not f(»r8wear 
love, at least that spedes of attachment which the olive^ 
complexioned damsels of the tropics are capable of 
inspiring. They have warm hearts and kindly feeUngs n 
and if over prone to resent an injury or insult, are at tilie 
same time faithfully attached to those who merit their 
regard. ^^ '^But to what does this eologium tend;'* 
interrupted Charles, with a faint smile, "you surely 
would not recommend me a wife from amongst thk 
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mixed^ uneducated race? " '^ No^ certainly, not a wife" 
responded the other, laughing: " a-^propos, what do you 
think of little Rosette, old DorviUe^s daughter! Both 
she and her father made many enquiries for you : the 
latter wished us to drive out early to morrow morning, 
and spend the day at Cane HaU : perhaps the change 
may he of service. Have you any objection to this 
plan! " An answer was given in the negative, and 
arrangements for the excursion accordingly made. The 
proprietor of Cane Hall was, at the date of our story, a 
flourishing planter, famed for unbounded hospitality and 
extreme good nature. He was also a kind considerate 
master, and his estate one of the most beautifully situated 
in the island : but here the advantageous circumstances 
of his position terminated. For Mr. Dorville, originally 
a person of inferior birth and education, readily adopted 
the degraded mode of living prevalent in the West Indies : 
and his family of tawny coloured children, the offspring 
of a female slave, had only been freed within a few years 
from the bondage, which in right of their mother they 
inherited. These children, l)rought up on the estate 
were equally ignorant and uncultivated with the Negroes 
amongst whom they resided. Their father had never 
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thought it necessary to afford them the means of instruc- 
tiou, flxough intending ultimately te make them posse, 
sors of his wealth. Bosette^ the eldest daughter^ was 
now 15; and although not strictly handsome^ even for a 
mulatto^ could boast a pair of sparkling black eyes^ which 
looked peculiarly brOliant beneath the smart turban that 
adorned her head. This girl frequently spent several 
weeks with an aunt^ who resided near the Barracks^ and 
was employed as a semstress by the officers. She, 
moreover, in conjunction with most of her class, under- 
stood something of the diseases of the country, and ever 
proved to the sick a kind and skilful nurse. In this 
capacity Miss Molly y assisted by her niece, had attended 
young Wentworth during his illness : and thus the other 
officers had become acquainted with Rosette, who, how- 
ever, gave no encouragement to their proffered attentions, 
but seemed entirely devoted to the invalid ; for whom 
she manifested a daily increasing interest, which, though 
entirely lost upon its object, was nevertheless observed 
by his watchful associate, who resolved to turn the cir- 
cumstance to account. 

The drive to Cane Hall, commenced, as excursions us- 
ually are in warm latitudes, before sunrise, was, notwith- 
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standing the somewhat uneven state of the roads^ ex- 
tremely i^reeable. The comitry^ through which Charles 
and his companion passed, eidiibited many attractive 
features in tropical scenery. They were particularly stnick 
with the appearance of CaUioquoa Bay^ and the beautiM 
assemblage of small islands^ which lay scattered over the 
water's surface. The largest of the group was thickly 
covered with verdure^ and on the most elevated point 
stood a small human habitation^ occupied during the then 
recent war by a sergeant of artillery, this being considered 
an important station, from its commanding the entrance 
to the bay.* After leaving CaUioquoa, an easy ride of less 
than two hours' duration, terminated at the entrance of 
Cane Hall, where a cordial welcome from the owner, a 
smiling one from Bosette, and a breakfast, consisting of 
all the varieties, that render this meal so substantial a 
repast in the West Indies, awaited the visitors. 

The demoralizing tendency of slavery and its pernici- 
ous effects on the minds both of enslavers and enslaved, 
need no fiirther demonstration than that afforded by 
the openly vicious habits, which prevail in those coun- 



*NoTB. — The gans conveyed with considerable difficulty to the summit 
of this little Island during the war, still remain. 
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tries where this system has existed^ and whose contagious- 
influence in numerous instances proves as detrimental to 
the morale as an insalubrious climate is to the physical 
health of Europeans. The DorvDle winagt offered a 
fair specimen of many others^ not only as they were 
constituted Twenty years ago, but as they are con- 
stituted at the present juncture. The dissemination 
of religious principles, and a new order of things will 
doubtless tend to overthrow vice; yet evils so deeply 
rooted and of so protracted a growth must take time 
before they can be eradicated. It is not surprising 
that young females brought up without any definite 
notions of right, ot wrong, should think it no degradation 
to tread in the footsteps of their parents ; consequently 
Rosette felt no compunction at the indulgence of a 
partiality for the English Officer, although fiiUy aware 
of the gulf, which station and circumstances had placed 
between them. But Charles could only pity what he 
considered the poor girFs infatuation, it being impossible 
to entertain a reciprocal regard for one, between whom 
and himself no congeniality kA feeling existed. He 
had moreover been reUgiously educated, and a sense ti 
moral obligation made him shrink from the idea of 
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forming any connection that might militate against 
these early principles. Then, as if to ooonteract their 
salutary influence came the remembrance of that bitter 
disappointment which had doomed him to a voluntary 
exile from his native land: and he felt more keenly than 
ever the utter loneliness of his condition, when again an 
inmate of the Fort he ceased to experience those minute, 
yet kind attentions he had been accustomed to receive 
at Cane Hall. This temporary discontent, however, 
might have passed away, and Charles been restored to a 
happier and better state of mind, had not his wily enemy 
been ever ready to fan the flame, and at length by his 
various machinations, aided by a too yielding temper in 
his victim, produced the result he so much desired. 
Bosette's father opposed no obstacle to his daughter's 
wishes, merely remarking that as she preferred Lieut. 
Wentworth to a husband of her own colour, he consi- 
dered it useless to offer any impediment, and added she 
might still reside on the estate, which now became the 
abode of Charles, when not employed on military duty. 

We pass over more than a year of mingled unhappiness 
and self-reproach on the part of our hero, who, at the 
expiration of that time assumed a new character, one 
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whibh under more propitious circumstances would have 
been acknowledged witli joy and satisfaction^ biit was 
now only regarded as an aggravatioii of sorrow. And 
weeks grew into months^ 'ere the gleamings of parental 
love stole over his heart; yet when once excited, how 
deep, how intense the feeUng. 

For hours would he gaze on the imconscious babe, 
and reflect that her at least he might love without 
reproach, or fear. 

Time glided on and little EmUy emerged &om the 
first stage of infancy into the interesting, intelligent 
child of four years old. Her name, bestowed in remem- 
brance of one for whom Captain Wentworth, still almost 
unconsciously retained a sentiment of interest, rendered 
her, if possible, more dear to him: and the childish 
grace and beauty already developed were naturally 
viewed by the eye of affection with delighted pride. 

Meanwhile Captain Henderson, (who as well as his 
brother office was now promoted to a company,) had 
visited England for the express, though not avowed pur- 
pose, of proposing to General Mansfield^s daughter. On 
arriving however,at Plymouth,he found Mansfield House, 
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deserted^ its late inmates being still absent in Italy^ 
The young lady's health having suffered materially from 
the effects of a disappointment rendered the change to 
that more genial climate absolutely necessary. Hender-- 
son^ although frustrated in his own views for the present 
did not fail to make the most of this intejligenoe^ and 
informed Charles on returning to the West Indies that 
Miss Mansfield's favoured second lover had in his turn 
proved Mthless^ and that she was now seeking to recoveif 
her chagrin amidst the gay circles at Uome. 

After a lapse of 10 years the Begiment returned 

home^ but unaccom^paniedby Captain Wentworth^ whose 
only inducement to revisit the British shores had termi* 
nated with the life of his father, and whose only consola^ 
tion was derived from the reflection that the venerable 
man's last days were unembittered by a knowledge of hiid 
son's position. 

The brothers corresponded but rarely, and there 
was a restraint and formality in the communica- 
tions of the younger that made them of comparatively 
little interest. The Eev. Mr. William Wentworth was 
now the respected pastor of a large congregation, and 
the happy husband of an amiable partner. 
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Thus bereaved and estranged Charles* every thought 
became devoted to his young daughter^ who was fast ap- 
proaching that age^ when a removal firom the soc^ety^ in 
which she was placed appeared to him highly desirable. 
The chmate had also began to produce it's baneful eflbct 
on her appearance^ and determined her anxious father to 
confide his little Emily to the care of Captain Henderson^ 
who was about to proceed with the regiment to England^ 
&om whence she was to be conveyed to a school at 
Brussels. 

No sooner had Henderson disposed of his eharge than 
he hastened to Italy^ and at length succeeded in discov- 
ering the retreat of General Mansfield^ who occupied a 
small^ but elegant viOa in the neighbourhood of Home. 

The first appearance of this unexpected guest gave 
rise to much embarrassment on the part of its inmates^ 
evidently reviving many painful recollections. Of this 
however^ the vi^dtor affected to be unconscious^ and 
stated that while travelling in that neighbourhood he 
had casually heard the name of Mansfield^ and could 
not resist his inclination to ascertain if it belonged to 
the same family^ whose acquaintance he had once the 
honour of claiming. 

c 2 
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Having thus plausibly accounted for his intrusion, he 
with admirable address introduced a variety of inter* 
esting topics, and so completely succeeded in reviving 
the general^s former partiality, that he received free 
permission to spend as much time at the viUa a& might 
be agreeable. 

"So far all is right," thought Prank, as he rode slowly 
towards Rome, "and I have at last taken the preliminary 
step towards the attainment of this long-sought object : 
but where is the passionate admiration that first actuated 
the pursuit I Vanished^ entirely vanished, with the 
charms that gave rise to it.'- Emily Mansfield- was 
indeed very unlike the Emily of other days: scnrow had 
prematurely dimmed her once radiant beauty, and the 
blpc^r^ ai^d. gaiety, of yoi^ith had equally disappeared. 

His was not a love to survive the loss of personal 
attractions. Yet, when he reflected that all this devas- 
tation was effected by his contrivance, conscience smote 
him, and he still determiaed, if possible, to obtain her 
hand, for the possession of which he had sacrificed yeara 
of mental peace, honour, jfriendship, everything that 
ought to be most valuable to man« 
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Captain Henderson now spent the greater part of 
each day at the villa: his society seemed indispensable to 
the general^ while his agreeable conversation and lively 
sallies occasionally called forth a faint smile on the 
pensive countenance of Emily^ in whose presence he 
carefiilly abstained £rom the slightest allusion to Charles 
or his proceedings, but was less reserved to her father, 
representing Captain Wentworth, as having determi- 
nately pursued a course of dissipation, in spite of all 
remonstrances, and through his infatuation for Bosette 
to have entirely forgotten every other obligation. To 
this artful misrepresentation was added the fact of his 
child's being located at a seminary on the continent. 

A few months passed pleasalntly away, during which 
p^iod the little party from the villa made several ex- 
cursions amidst the beautiful scenes by which they were 
surrounded: and who has ever wandered oh fair ItdUa's 
classic 8h(Kre9 without feeling all the enthijisiasm of his 
nature awakened, while traversing the same soil once 
trodden by the feet of heroes, the seat of mighty 
emperors, and the birth-place of genius? 

How pre-eminently have the sister arts of Painting 
and Sculpture flourisxhed in Italy and lent their aid 
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to enrich her intellectual stores. Power^ talent^ wealth, 
honour and renown, have all been her's, though now 
existing only in the annals of the past. 

Such reflections naturally flit through the traveller's 
mind, as he encounters at every step some memento of 
fallen greatness. To Captain Henderson, and his 
companions these scenes were replete with interest, taste 
and information combining to heighten their inherent 
attractions. 

When sufficient time had elapsed, and the favourable 
opinion of Emily was, as he imagined, secured^ Frank 
resolved to end his doubts, and after eloquently expatia- 
ting on the ardour and devotedness of the attachment 
she had inspired, urged the acceptance of his suit. A 
kind, yet firm and dignified refusal convinced him that 
he had nothing to hope. After expressing, the disap- 
pointment this conviction occasioned him to the G^eral, 
who participated in it, but would not attempt to influence 
his daughter's decision, he bade a hasty adieu to Italy, 
and shortly afterwards joined the new regiment sent out 
to Barbadoes* 

We have to pass over a term of six years unmarked 
by any event of importance to the dramatis persams 
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of our little history^ when one fine mornings after 
the lapse of that period^ a plain^ genteel chariot stopped 
at the gate of a large mansion in the unmediate neigh- 
bourhood of Brussels. The occupant of this., vehicle, 
having entered the house explained the object of his visit, 
and many minutes had not elapsed, 'ere an elegant 
looking girl apparently about fifteen was clasped in the 
arms of Major Wentworth. — ^Emily had just attained 
that age, when youth pauses on the threshold of woman- 
hood, and the innocence of the child blends almost im- 
perceptibly with the knowledge and graces of maturer 
years. She had fiilly realized the promises of infancy, 
and her fine countenance beaming with intelligence 
afforded a true index to the mental qualifications of its 
possessor. 

Fondly and proudly did the father gaze upon his 
lovely daughter, to the promotion of whose welfare he 
determined henceforth to devote his life. Her education 
however, being still unfimshed, it was arranged that two 
more years should be spent at Brussels — ^how little did 
rither anticipate the events those two. years were to 
produce! 
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The bent of our young heroine's mind hgd readily 
led to the acoaisition of solid information in addition 
to numerous accompUshments, while natural penetration 
united to firmness of principle enabled her to discern 
between truth and error, and to embrace with ardour a 
purer creed than that generally professed on the con- 
tinent of Europe. Pride, at least that degree of it mpre 
justly denominated self-respect, is a laudable ^nd eleva- 
ting quality, but when carried beyond its legitimate 
bounds becomes reprehensible. In Emily's character 
this sentiment rather exceeded the prescribed limits : 
and the attention of her preceptress having been directed 
rather to the cultivation of intellect than to the correction 
of mental defects, that solitary weed had been aUowed to 
flourish abuost unobserved amidst a parterr^ of flowers. 

Leaving his daughter to pursue her i^dies^ Major 
Wentworth proceeded to revisit the home of hi^ child- 
hood: but few there recogn^ized in the cf^ddle^aged^ 
sunbun;Lt oflBicer the stripling of nearly 18 years ago : — 
and all seemed so changed, that, with one sad farewell 
to the grave of his venerable parent, he hurried firom. a 
spot replete only with melancholy associations. At the 
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parsonage <^ ik^ Bev. William Weutworth^ he was greet- 
ed with brotherly affection. Peace seemed the constant 
inmate ot that h&fipy dwelling, where he might ha^e 
enjoyed months of domestic tranquillity, but the contrast 
to Ips own situation was too painful, and the shame that 
withheld him from acknowledging the existence of his 
beloved child to her nearest relatives rendered a longer 
stay beneath their firiendly roof intolerable. 

A vague, scarcely defined wish to behold once more 
the scene of his early love prompted Major Wentworth 
to visit Plymouth, 'ere he finally located himself and 
daughter in some part of the continent. Fatigued with 
a long journey our traveller alighted at the first respect- 
able looking hot^l, after entering the town^^ and was 
somewhat startled on being ushered into the same apart- 
ment he had frequently occupied at the commenceiment 
qf his militaiy caireer. Lost i^ melaocboly reflections^ 
l^e landlord eQtered the room uiiobserved, but, on look- 
ing iip, though time had sUvered the old maji'^ lock8> 
their was no difficulty in recognising him a^ the idjenticaL 
individi^ wlup Iwl kept the house at that period. Having; 
given a few orders^ the ms^pr commenced questiooing; 
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his host as to the present position of different families he 
had formerly known. At lengthy as if casually he men- 
tioned the name of Mansfield. ^^Alas^ Sir, their's is a 
melancholy history: the general was much respected here, 
and many who have not seen him for years will drop a 
tear over his grave to-morrow.^* 

"Over his grave," repeated Charles, "is General 
Mansfield then dead! " "Yes sir, he died in Italy; and 
Miss Mansfield is just returned accompanied by his 
remains, which are to be buried in the family vault. It 
was a sad voyage for her, poor lady; but everything 
seems to have gone wrong with her, since she met with 
that cruel disappointment." 

In a voice scarcely audible from emotion, his hearer 
requested to know the gentleman^s name to whom she 
had been engaged, adding, "I believe he was very 

wealthy." "No such thing. Sir; he was an officer 

without fortune, and embarked from hence with his 
regiment for the West Indies, where he fell into dissi- 
pated habits, and basely deserted Miss Emily. Excuse 
me for speaking so warmly before a stranger: but I have 
lm(mn her from infimcy, and cannot always rertniin my 
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feelings^ when thinking of the ill usage she has met 
with: my daughter^ moreover, has been brought up in 
the family, were she still resides/' 

The effort would be vain to anal3rse the various and 
conflicting feelings excited by this information in the 
mind of Major Wentworth: either the story was feigned 
to screen Miss Mansfields' fickleness, or some gross and 
unaccountable deception had been practised. At any 
rate he resolved to ascertain the truth however painful 
might be the discovery . 

Anna Mills he now perfectly recollected as having 
been the fitvourite attendant of Emily; and to her he 
determined to apply for a solution of this mystery, as 
soon as circumstances would permit after the funeral 
ceremony was over. 

Many tears did indeed accompany the procession 
that bare General Mansfield to the tomb of his ancestors: 
but there were two individuals, whose grief far exceeded 
that of the rest. One was a female domestic, who had 
long formed part of the household: consequently her 
sobs excited more commiseration than surprise. The 
other mourner was unknown, his person being entirely 
enveloped in the folds of a long black cloak. 
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Shortly after this eveat Wentworth obtained^ throng 
the intervention of her {aHiuBr, the desired conference 
with Anna, who^ howevi^^ evinced no recoUectiim of 
him^ and when recalled to her memory^ expressed in 
strong terms the indignation excited by the supposed 
perfidy oi his conduct. A long and patnM explanation 
-ensued: the fatal letter which had severed two fond 
hearts was produced; and the fidthfully attached^ though 
bumble finend of Emily, unhesitatingly pronounced it a 
forgery. 

She then briefly detailed the contents of several 
letten pnrpoftiiig to have been addressed by him to her 
snistressy and described the style of these i^ris^es as 
^gnidiially vaiyiniig horn cdvdhess le*^ to folate ifi- 
<li£Perence: till at length a commumcaticm arrived hi 
which, he dedared his entire devotion to » ftsdaiftttng 
Jmmeiie vad consequent detertminatiafti never io qut the 
West Indies, unless Iknily insists on the fdlffibneiit ot 
1ih^ engagement, whidh, for the sake of her own hap- 
piness he xxtg^ her not to attempt. This statement 
was subsequently corroborated by Captain Henderson, 
who had spent some months with them in Italy. 
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A new light seemed to break on the mind of Major 
Wentworth^ oonfinued by various minute occurrences, 
before unthought oi, and he instantly pronounced that 
traitor £dend the author of all hi» misery. Yet hoirio 
establish the fact presented considerable difficulty. The 
first step was to scdicit an interview with Mias Mansfield^ 
to obtain which at present her attendant pronounced 
impossible^ promising^ however^ to represent .the carcum*^ 
stance and endeavour to persuade her lady to grant his 
request. An unexpected occurrence facilitated Jfs. ac- 
complishment and procured Major Wentwortib^ an early 
summons to the presence of Mias Mansfidd* 

Years and the sad train of events that had marked 
their progress seemed annihilated^ as the hand of the 
only woman he had ever loved was once more clasped in 
his: and both remained for some minutes unable to* 
speak. Emily was the first to recover composure : and 
motioning her visitor to a seat^ she informed him that 
she, ha4«; by th^ previous day's^ post, received a packets- 
exposing the &aud that had been perpetrated: ^4ts. 
author, the writer of the document/' she proceeded, 
"has been dead about twelve months; but in his last 
hours begged this dying confession might be forwarded 
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to me immediately on my arrival in England. To you 
I conedgn the accomit of the cruel and nefarious trans- 
action^ by means of which we have been mutually led to 
distrust each other: and although the knowledge cannot 
obliterate the effects of past deception^ it is only due to 
ourselves that we should be respectively acquitted of the 
false imputation which has so long rested upon us. And 
now/' she added, "I will say, farewell." ''Not fare- 
well, only good night, Miss Mansfield: allow me to 
hope I may see you at least once again." A scarcely 
audible assent was given, when Major Wentworth de- 
parted, and having regained his apartment, at the Hotel, 
hastily commenced perusing the packet. It contained, 
as may be imagined, various intercepted letters, and 
copies of forged ones, where the hand-writing was so 
correctly imitated that it would be impossible to detect 
the subterfuge. 

The writer acknowledged Henderson as his employer, 

detailed the means he had himself adopted to attain the 

desired end, and finished by declaring he could not leave 

the world without disburthening his mind of this load 
of guilt. 
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Wentworth^s indignation against the base contriver 
of the unparalleled treachery^ thus revealed, knew no 
bounds^ and to Emily, during the next interview, he 
expressed the bitterness of his feelings, which she mildly 
endeavoured to soften, pointing out the christian duty of 
forgiveness, even in cases like the present, where resent- 
ment was justly excited. " Not willing to reject your 
kind admonition^'^ he replied, ^^I will endeavour to for- 
give ; yet with the remembrance of such wrongs, the task 
will be difficult, and you must set me the charitable 
example/' ^^t is my wish so to do, and believe me, I feel 
more in sorrow than in anger towards him. '^Can you 
then extend your pardon to another delinquent; with the 
nature of whose errors you are unacquainted and still 
honor him with confidence and regard.^' ^'Major 
Wentworth, may always command my friendship,'' 
was the answer, while the pale face of the speaker became 
suffased with a transient glow : '%ut as we can no longer 
enjoy the season of youth together, it would be folly to 
think of any closer tie existing between us." '^Not so 
dearest : the season and joys of youth are indeed past, 
yet life's meridian and decline have joys as well as sorrows, 
why should we not share them." 
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This proposition led to varibtus argUttietits on either 
side^ which at length tekmuilti^d in Mi^s Man^eld^s con- 
sulting^ when the yeajf's mourning for her fitther, Was 
expired^ to accept tiie hand of a &ulty^ though eVer-de- 
voted Ibver. 

The only punishment she would agree to inflict on 
their mutual enemy^ was to represent in strong terms, 
the enormity of his conduct, and exhort him by sincere 
repentance, to testify his gratitude to those he had so 
deeply^ injured, for the forbearance evinced in not expo- 
sing him to the contumely he so justly merited. K 
this, she remarked, will not awaken him to a sense of 
shame and remorse, harsher measures would be equally 
ineffectual* 

The sudden mid iMooked-fot train of evtoti thict had 
contributed to rouse into fresh etidtence an atta^hnient' 
long crushed beneath a load' of- suspicion and distrost, 
withthe joy conseipient on discovering that the object 
of his early udoratlou had niever deceived ' him> banished 
for a while, all' other reeoltections from' the mind of' 
Major 'Wentworth, btit a parent's feelings, although they 
may under peculiar circumstances for a while be passive. 
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are not to be stifled; and his anxiety respecting the 
disposal of the younger Emily^ as the time for her leaving 
school fast approached^ became intensely painful — ^To 
mention her existence to Miss Mansfield would be at 
once to destroy all his new-bom hopes ; so that the strug- 
gle between a father's love^ and an affection that had 
outlived youth, beauty, hope, every thing indeed usually 
deemed necessary to preserve its' very existence, was 
a<;ute and powerful. Such penalties are the unavoidable 
result of a deviation troia the paths of virtue. Nature 
at length yielded. To risk the loss of his newly-recov- 
ered treajsure was impossible and he resolved on sending 
his daughter for the present to St. Vincent's, whither 
he wrote immediately, requesting arrangements might 
be made so as to render her location there as agreeable 
as drcnmstances would permit, at the same tijne intima- 
ting his own intention of never revisiting the West Indies. 

To embrace the child he was almost on the point of 
deserting, again brought Major Wentworth, to Brussels. 

Eighteen months had considerably added to the na- 
tural and acquired graces of Emily: and he sighed on 
reflecting that, lovely and gifted as she was, he must in 
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some measure sacrifice her to secure his own happiness 
and reputation. 

Entirely unconscious of the real position of herself 
and parents^ our heroine did not greet with the repug* 
nance she otherwise would, the change in her destination* 

The greatest evil it seemed to involve^ was a separation 
firom her father; and under this she was consoled by the 
promise of returning to England^ when affairs of con- 
sequence^ respecting the nature of which no explanations 
could be offered, were finally settled. The presence of 
Major Wentworth being required in London relative to 
the purchase of a Lieutenant Colonelcy, preparatory to 
his marriage, the father and daughter parted in mutual 
grief, mingled on one side with deep compunction and 
self-upbraiding. 

When tfie stipulated period had elapsed. Miss Mans- 
field arrived at the residence of her maternal unde. Sir 
James Parkinson, from whose elegant mansion in 
Grosvenor Square, the bridal cortige noticed in the 
commencement of this little narrative, proceeded to St. 
James' Church, where, surrounded by mutual friends, 
were interchanged the vows of two individuals long 
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estranged and alienated from eaeli others but at length 
united in bonds only to be severed by death. 

Leaving the Colonel and his bride to prosecute their 
tour to the Lakes^ and subsequently enjoy the domestic 
tranquillity of Mansfield House^ we will follow the 
fortunes of our younger heroine^ who^ soon after the 
above event, embarked under the guardianship of 
Captain and Mrs. Gilbert, on board the Nautilus bound 
for St. Vincents. 

Separated from all her early friends, and e:q)eriencing 
the usual disagreeable preliminaries attendant on a 
voyage, it was some days before Emily became recon- 
ciled to her novel situation. The only other passengers 
were the wife and daughter of a civilian returning to 
their residence at St. Vincents. In the younger of 
these ladies, an interesting, gentle girl of 19, she found 
an agreeable companion: and as land gradually receded 
from sight, and their little bark seemed to float alone 
on the vast ocean, they would together contemplate in 
silent admiration all the wonders of that mighty deep, 
alternately agitated by the violence of the tempest and 
the rage of contending elements, then hushed into 
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repose, seemed as though it were the chosen emblem of 
peace. 

Who has ever beheld a sunset at sea and not felt the 
indescribable perfection of nature's works? In the 
tropics this sight is peculiarly beautifdl^ heightened by 
the variegated and radiant tints, which of an evening, 
deck the firmament. These glorious objects now beheld 
for the first time, were regarded by our heroine with 
genuine enthusiasm, while to her also the ingenuity 
displayed in the complicated mechanism of a ship, one 
of the most wonderful performances of human art, open- 
ed another source of new and interesting enquiry. 

A first voyage, like every other novelty, has its 
charms. It introduces us to Creation's grandest scenes, 
and the monotony which familiarity renders apparent, 
intermingles not with our original impressions. 

To EmUy all was delightful: and with the aid of 
books, music and the society of Maria Willis, weeks 
flew rapidly away, each day strengthening the mutual 
regard of our two young Mends, who, as the passage 
drew near a close, amused themselves with picturing the 
happiness they should enjoy together on shore. 
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But these dreams of youthful fehcity were destined to 
be of short duration : for the haughty Mrs. Willis took 
care to inform her daughter that although she had offer- 
ed no objection to her associating with Miss Wentworth 
on boards the same intercourse could not be permitted 
at St. Vincents. 

Accustomed^ as she was^ to implicit obedience^ Maria 
nevertheless^ ventured to demand the cause of this pro- 
hibition^ which was briefly explained by the elder ' lady^) 
whilst her auditor in tears remonstrated against ther 
injustice of such proceedings. ^TMy love/' replied the 
former, ''you are unreasonable, and have yet to learn that 
the regulations of society are not to be violated with 
impunity by those, who wish to retain a certain raok 
within its boundaries. Your visiting Cane HaU is of 
course, impossible : but, if Emily will consent occasion- 
ally to see you at our own residence, I shall not oppose 
such an arrangement. At present, I rather suspect, she 
is but ill-informed of her real position.^' 

Some remarks made shortly afterwards by our heroine, 
proved the truth of this conjecture, and exposed the 
false hopes she was indulging. Mrs. Wilhs, notwith- 
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standing her pride, pitied the situation of this young and 
highly-gifted girl^ and determined to take the first 
eligible opportunity of imparting the unwelcome intelli- 
gence^ before she arrived where it could no longer be 
concealed. 

The information was received with a mixture of incre- 
dulity^ resentment and distress. She would not believe 
her father capable of such cruelty or injustice^ and sub- 
sequently reached St. Vincents but little enlightened as 
to the state of affairs. 

It is astonishing with what tenacity memory retains 
the recollection of objects beheld in childhood. To Emily 
the scenery of her native isle, the harbour, the town, 
all wore a familiar aspect: and as she journeyed, (after 
taking an affectionate farewell of Maria and a polite 
one of Mrs. Willis,) towards Cane Hall, a sweet sense of 
happiness soothed her agitated spirits, as she approached 
the home of her infancy and anticipated the fond 
greeting of that maternal parent, whose image was but 
indistinctly impressed on her mind. These natural and 
buoyant hopes were too soon annihilated by the reality 
which presented itself on entering the residence of 
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Mr. Dorville, who bending under the weight of years 
reclined in an easy chair, near to which two attendants 
with large fans keeping off mnsquitoes and other insects: 
half-dressed apprentice labourers (for the word slave was 
now abolished) crowded into the apartment to see the 
lady from England: and as the old man took Emily's 
hand and kindly bade her welcome, she demanded with 
much anxiety the reason of her mother's non-appearance. 
^^There she be, missy/' replied one of the negroes, when 
a female walked slowly from the opposite end, and, in 
the drawling tone peculiar to these people, accosted her 
astonished daughter, who, overwhehn'd with surprise and 
disappointment drew back from the proffered embrace 
and burst into an uncontrollable flood of tears. The 
lapse of years added to frequent attacks of fever had 
considerably decreased Rosette's personal charms. Her 
complexion had become perfectly yellow: her eyes no 
longer retained their original brilliancy; while her 
costume, including a conspicuous coloured turban was 
outr6 to the last degree. Is it, therefore marvellous, 
that a proud, sensitive, educated girl should shrink 
from acknowledging such an individual as her parent? 
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In the solitude of her chamber our poor heroine wept 
long and bitterly, inwardly upbraiding her father as the 
cause of this unexpected mortification. "Oh why/* she 
exclaimed^ "did he educate me above the sphere for 
which I was destined, thus aggravating evUs I might 
otherwise have been imconscious of?*' But reason, 
reflection, and native good sense calmed, after a while, 
the poignancy of these first emotions, and youth's ever- 
hopeful feelings triumphed over despondency. 

Cane Hall, it has already been said, was ehgibly situ- 
ated, the dwelling-house standing in the centre of a 
fertile valley, surrounded by clove plantations, inter- 
spersed with orange and graceftd nutmeg-trees, whose 
spreading branches bent beneath the weight of the 
beautiful fruit that adorned them. 

Erected on slight eminences above the valley, were 
numerous negro huts partly concealed by the sheltering 
leaves of the plantain, cocoa-nut and still more shady 
tamarind tree. To each habitation was attached a small 
cultivated garden; while several little urchins arrayed 
solely in the garb Dame Nature had provided, might 
be observed basking in the sim, or pursuing their child- 
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ish sports beneath his beams; imparting animation to 
this rich and diversified tropical landscape^ on which 
Emily gazed with pleased admiration from the Venetiar^d 
windows of the spacious apartments appropriated to her 
use. If attentions^ bordering on adulation^ could have 
rendered her new situation desirable, she might have 
been perfectly happy: but neither these, nor the amuse- 
ments derived from various acquirements could entirely 
fill up the blank occasioned by a separation from all 
congenial society. 

Towards her mother she gradually learned to exhibit 
sentiments of regard, and what was at first performed 
reluctantly, proceeded at length from actual attachment: 
for Bosette's naturally kind disposition and gentle 
manners produced their effect on her daughter's feelings, 
and mingled with the pity excited by the evidently 
declining state of her health. 

Several weeks elapsed after the Nautilus's arrival at 
St. Vincents before Maria was permitted to address the 
companion of her voyage, tiU, wearied by repeated 
entreaties, Mrs. Willis consented to appoint a day for 
their meeting. 
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At length the happy morning arrived^ when an early 
drive of two hours brought Emily to Eongston^ the 
residence of her &iend^ in whose sympathising afPection 
she sought and found that consolation she had so long 
sighed for. At dinner the party was increased by 
the presence of Lieutenant Willis and his brother 
officer Captain Graham^ a remarkably elegant, intel- 
ligent looking man, apparently about 27. Both these 
gentlemen being particularly partial to music, the vocal 
powers of our heroine were caUed into requisition. 

The simple wish to oblige produced a ready assent to 
this request, and she sang with that degree of taste and 
feeHng true genius can alone inspire. All present 
were delighted : and her beauty and accomplishments 
formed the theme of conversation long after she had 
departed. This short visit rather increased Emily's 
distaste for the society at Cane Hall, and it was with 
proportionable pleasure she accepted another invitation 
to spend a few days at Kingston. 

Her satisfSeustion, however, considerably diminished 
on learning that Maria was going immediately to visit 
an i^unt in Barbadoes, where her stay would be uncer- 
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tain. She endeavoured to console herself and friend hj 
promising to maintain a constant correspondence^ and 
added^ turning to her brother and Captain Graham^ 
who stood near^ 'These gentlemen have volunteered to 
act as our Mercuries.*' "Provided Miss Wentworth*' 
they replied/' will allow us that honour.'* This polite 
offer meeting with no opposition, an excuse was soon 
made for paying their respects at Cane Hall. 

After a while the Captain's visits became more 
frequent^ and, as age had not lessened the hospitable 
propensities of Mr. DorvUle, he always met a welcome 
reception, while his inteUigeilt conversation andpolished 
address were, under her present circumstances, peculiar- 
ly acceptable to Emily, who, ignorant of the world, and 
unconscious of any but the purest feelings within her 
own bosom, dreamed ' not of impropriety, nor deemed 
Captain Graham's, daily increasing attention and open- 
ly professed admiration, meant aught but the most 
honourable attachment. Their tastes on many points 
were similar and the beauties of nature formed a never 
failing source of mutual interest, for the indulgence of 
which the varied scenery around them afforded ample 
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scope. Often would they ascend together the neigh- 
bouring eminence and gaze from thence on the lofty 
hills of St. Yincenfs Isle^ stretching into the far distan^e^ 
tin .the approach of evening obscuring the. view of 
remote objects rendered nearer ones more distinct by 
the Ught reflected from myriads of fire flies flitting 
meteor-like through the clear atmosphere^ or resembling 
tiny lamps suspended amidst the branches of trees. 

Weeks, months flew on, and Captain Graham's, atten- 
tions continued, yet in so respectful a form as never to 
excite suspicion of his ultimate object. That object he 
scarcely dare avow even to himself, but had not moral 
courage sufficient to brave the opinion of the little drcle 
in which he moved, where neither the virtues nor acquire- 
ments of Emily would outweigh the disadvantages of 
her birth and actual position, on the other hand he 
could not forego the pleasure of her society, and without 
any definite design in view, determined to be guided by 
circumstances. 

An event soon occurred, which brought affairs to a 
crisis. For some time after Miss Willis' departure, she 
had written constantly to our heroine who^us punctually 
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replied. At lengthy an unusual interval of sUence ensu- 
ing^ the latter anxious to ascertain the cause addressed 
a letter to her Mend^ which^ according to previous 
arrangements was to be forwarded by 3Mrs. Willis and 
sent to Kingston for that purpose. On the messenger's 
return a packet was placed in the hands of Enuly^ who 
perceived with much surprise her own epistle and a 
small book formerly given to Maria: but surprise was 
superseded by indignation on reading the following 
words. 

"Mrs. Willis requests Miss Wentworth to re&ain 
from all further correspondence either by letter or 
otherwise with her daughter. In overlooking the dis^ 
advantages of Miss WentwortVs position and permitting 
the intimacy to continue so long Mrs. Willis acted in 
opposition to her judgment and inclination^ but has now 
no hesitation in declining the further acquaintance of a 
young person^ who by her own misconduct has forfeited 
all pretensions to respectability.^^ 

This cruel aspersion was to our poor heroine perfectly 
inexplicable and she vainly endeavoured to solve the 
mystery. Plunged in deep thought, her expressive 
countenance alternately flushed with anger and pale 
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with grief^ she remained unconsdoiis of the earnest gaze 
that rested upon her^ till raising her eyes they encoun- 
tered those of Captain Graham^ who in a voice of 
mingled tenderness and respect enquired the reason of 
her distress. The perusal of Mrs. Willis's note afforded 
the desired information; and he was at no loss to divine 
both the meaning and occasion of it. 

Conscious that his assiduity had injured the reputation 
of Emily^ he imagined the knowledge of this fact would 
banish any scruples as to her ultimate proceedings, aad 
commencing in deprecatory terms confessed himself the 
involuntary cause of the insult she had received^ adding 
"Why, adored Emily, suffer this contumely unjustly?^' 
Henceforth my love and honor shall be engaged for your 
protection, if you wiU only confide in me: your fair 
fame already tarnished can receive no additional stigma, 
he was proceeding thus, when Emily interrupted him: 
for unaccustomed as she was to declarations of love, 
the language sounded strange: a few words sufficed 
to explain it. She stopped to hear no more: but fiill 
of scorn and resentment hastened to her apartment. 

The sudden mental agitation produced a deep swoon: 
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and hours elapsed 'ere the unfortunate girl was restored 
to sensibility. Returning consciousness renewed her 
misery: the cup of sorrow seemed drained to the very 
dregs: pride, purity, aflFection had alike been wounded; 
and she felt herself an outcast from society, bereft of 
happiness and character, without having done aught to 
merit the loss of either. No, the culpability was not 
hers: and this conviction tended more than any other 
to soften her distress. 

Captain Graham, although vitiated by an intercourse 
with the gay world was not altogether devoid of honour- 
able feeling: but the prejudices with which females of 
mixed origin axe regarded in the West Indies led him 
to consider an union with Emily impossible. 

The rejection, however, of his base proposal, while it 
served to heighten the admiratibn previously felt, deter- 
mined him to repair the injury by the tender of his hand. 
The letter containing this offer was returned unopened : 
and every similar effort proving equally unsuccessful, the 
writer in despair gave up the attempt. Opposition 
produced its usual effects of increasing love; and deeply 
chagrined at the failure of his suit, the conviviality of a 
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mess-table and badinage of his brother officers became 
utterly distastefiil. 

Desirous therefore to escape from both^ he accepted 
the invitation of a bachelor xmcle^ whom sudden misan- 
throphy had apparently^ about twelve months before 
induced to abandon society^ and live in complete seclu- 
sion some miles &om Kingston. 

Meanwhile Emily was roused from the indulgence of 
grief to the performance of new duties. The debility 
from which her mother had long suffered hourly 
increased, threatening speedy dissolution. This was 
sufficient to banish every selfish thought from the well- 
constituted mind of our heroine, whose sole occupation 
was now to cheer, assist and instruct her dying parent. 

The latter object she rightly considered as most im- 
portant: and Eosette was gradually brought to feel the 
saving efficacy of the religion she had before professed, 
but scarcely understood. Her comprehension seemed 
to expand as the subject advanced, and she would listen 
unwearied for hours to the soft voice of her youthful 
teacher, alternately reading and explaining passages 
from Holy Writ. 
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One evening, the invaKd, fancying herself rather 
better requested to be removed into the outer apartment. 
This little wish was construed by her attendants into a 
symptom of fast approaching death: and Emily, though 
not infected with similar fears felt impressed by more 
than ordinary solemnity. 

The group th6n present would have formed a beautiful 
and affecting picture. In the background stood several 
weeping negroes: (for Rosette was generaQy beloved:) 
reclining on a couch, her hands clasped, as if in the act 
of supphcation lay the dying woman, beside her knelt a 
graceful female figure, whose dai^k, silken locks partly 

ft 

shaded her expressive eyes, which. Beaming with devo- 
tion were directed towards Heaven; while the Christians^ 
prayer of faith and hope flowed in accents of fervent 
piety from her lips. 

The act of worship finished, Emily slowly rose, and 
turning round beheld a straaiger standing near the door, 
who instantly advancing exdaimed ^Tardon young lady, 
this intntfiion: may I venture to address your mother: 
she knew me in fbriner years. ''The voice attracted 
Rosette's att^tion; saiA beckoning him forward, she 
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said ^^Those tones are £a,miliar to me, but I do not 
remember the speaker/' In fact, it would have been 
difficult for any one to have recognised the handsome 
Major Henderson in the sallow visaged, grey headed, 
elderly man, who now announced himself by that name, 
her recollection of which Rosette testified by sayii^, 

"Yes, you were the friend of P A sigh, or rather 

a groan burst from her auditor: but this interruption 
was apparently unnoticed, and she continued, 'TQF you 
would only befriend his daughter, I should die happy, 
she has no protector: and this place is not fit for her to 
remain in:'' Major Henderson, eagerly grasping the 
hand of the almost ^expiring mother, promised all she 
could desire. 

A smile of thankfulness passed over her countenance, 
and she soon after sank into insensibility. The usual 
restoratives partially revived the suflPerer, who, casting 
on Emily a look frOl of affection, murmured some 
broken sentences of gratitude for the consolation she 
had through her instrumentality received* These were 
the last intelligible words she uttered: the remaining 
span of life was spent in silent supplication, till the 
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contrite and peaceful spirit took its flight to that land, 
where a joyful welcome awaits the penitent sinner. 

Emily retired to weep and pray, no longer mur- 
muring at her destiny: for she now regarded it as a 
means especially appointed to lead her parent &om 
ignorance and error into the light of heavenly know- 
ledge, and rgoiced in the end accomplished, forgetful 
of intenrening difficulties. 

No sooner were the funeral rites over than Major 
Henderson hastened to offer his services to our heroine. 
Since her father's marriage, he had passed a life of 
retirement: repeated attacks of lingering iUness having 
given leisure for reflection, it necessarily awakened 
remorse, rendered doubly poignant by the forbearance 
of the individuals he had so deeply injured. This feel- 
ing joined to general debility of frame had brought 
cm premature old age, and he was feust sinking into 
the gloomy valetudinarian, when Captain Graham be- 
came his guest. 

To this nephew, the son of an only sister. Major 
Henderson had always been attached; and now listened 

E 2 
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with interest to his tale of disappoiated love: but was 
long before he identified the object of it with the 
daughter of Colonel Wentworth. That discovery and 
the illness of Rosette induced him to visit Cane Hall, 
wheie he beheld a scene which more forcibly illustrated 
the beauty of piety and virtue than pages of eloquence 
written in their praise. 

Each day^s acquaintance with Enuly increased the 
Moors' desire to see her the wife of his relative. To 
this, proposal, however, she remained inexo£able, aiid 
he at last perceived the inutility of further solicitation. 
Yet, being fully aware of the uneligible position, in. 
whiohi she was placed, he resolved to accompany her 
to England, and when there, provide her an> establish'* 
ment under hia omx mot, if a personal appeal to hec 
fathi^s; feelings^ pnoved unsuccessfdl* Independently 
oft the interest Emily had inspired, her present guar^ 
diain: readily embrsced this opportunity of partly 
expiating former faults, which he hoped to do, by aiding 
and protecting the child of his ill used Mend. 

Haviiig'seen a neat tombstone placed over Rosette'^ 
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grave, and taken a kind farewell of her aged grand- 
fiEtther, our heroine embarked for England, and in six 
weeks afterwards found herself within the walls of its 
great metropolis, whence she had sailed twelve months 
previously unconscious of the trials and mortifications 
4she was destined to encounter on a distant shore. 

To acquaint Colonel Wentworth with his daughter's 
arrival was an imdertakmg of some difficulty aad 
•delicacy: for although tibiey had not ceased to coires- 
fODd, his letters of late were brief and only written 
at long intervals. But as the unstudied eloquence of 
the heart is the most effecbial pleader in any causq, 
it w»8 rightly judged thot Emily could best advocate 
h&r own: to her therefore was delegated this task. 

Mansfield House had presented, since the marriage 
of its^ fair owner an uninterrupted scene of domestic 
f^city, the gentle virtues and cultivated mind of 
Mrs. Wentw<»rth daily increasing, if possible, the i^fee- 
tion of her husband, who, fearful of inflicting a 
moments' pain had never reverted to the events of 
his former life; and even the very existence of his 
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daughter was unrevealed. Yet, as he could not at the 
same time stifle all parental solicitude, much mental 
uneasiness resulted from this conceahnent^ which con- 
siderably heightened the embarrassment arising from 
Emily's unexpected return. 

The intelligence was communicated in an epistle, 
where she affectingly implored her father to listen to 
the voice of nature speaking in her behalf, and receive 
the child^ on whose infancy he had bestowed such 
tender love. — Could so touching an appeal be made 
in vain? Colonel Wentworth felt that it could not; 
and resolved to proceed immediately to London. His 
wife having been absent when the letter arrived, the 
agitation it excited escaped observation, and she was 
easily persuaded that sudden business occasioned this 
hasty journey. 

What pen can- depict the conflicting feelings of our 
much tried heroine, as with a beating heart and throb- 
ing pulse she prepared to meet her father? The 
recollection of her last interview, and of the painM 
events, which had rapidly succeeded it were altematdy 
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present to the eye of memory, till overcome by power- 
M emotion she sank almost senseless into his arms. 
When mutually restored to composure a conversation 
of some length ensued; Emily's modest, yet natural 
pleadings were answered by a full confession of the 
peculiar difficulties of Colonel Wentworth's position, 
which induced the generous determination on her part 
of sacrificing every personal claim, rather than endanger 
his domestic comfort. 

Major Henderson avoided a meeting, which could 
only have distressed both parties, but the acknowledg- 
ment of his recent services was not forgotten, though 
the offer of providing for Emily was politely declined. 
To this humiliation his ci-devant Mend could not have 
submitted: and arrangements were consequently made 
for her reception at the house of a widow lady residing 
in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh. 

The consciousness of having acted rightly supported 
the daughter under the pressure of disappoiatment: 
while a very opposite conviction added to the father's 
disquietude, as he contrasted his own selfishness with 
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her noble and disinterested conduct. There was one, 
however, capable not only of appreciating, but also of 
emulating it; and Emily's fondest hopes were more 
than realised by the receipt of the following letter, 
which arrested her intended journey to Scotland: 

My dear Emily, 

"The duty of forgiveness, although incumbent on 
us at all times is rendered more easy or dij£cult ac- 
cording to the relative position of the oflFended and 
offending party. In the present instance both you 
and myself have cause to complain. Your share of 
''the grievance need not be recapitulated: mine consists 
"in want of confidence, where I expected and ought 
"to have received unlimited trust: but as the aggressor 
"is one to whom we are respectively bound by ties of 
"duty and affection, the effort to pardon will not be 
"great. Had your actions, with which, as well as every 
"particular of your little history I am fiilly acquainted, 
"been less exemplary, my husband's child would stiU 
"have found a welcome beneath his roof: as it is, dear 
"Emily, a far warmer one awaits you. No longer 
"friendless and neglected two parents are eager to 
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'^ embrace you^ and make amends for the trials to which 
''your youth and innocence have been exposed. To 
''Major Henderson's candour and kindness I am in- 
"debted for the knowledge that I trust will make us 
"mutually happy. In venturing to impart it he only 
"did me justice^ and I sincerely thank him for his good 
"opinion. Entreat your generous protector to accom"^ 
"pany you to Mansfield House^ and let the remembrance 
"of past sorrows be obliterated amidst the sweet enjoy- 
"ment of present happiness. Hasten then, dear girl,, 
"to taste and impart this blessing; and be assured you 
"will ever find a friend in 

Emily Wentwoeth. 

Tears of gratitude relieved the bursting heart of 
Emily, as she transferred the epistle to M^or Henderson^ 
who, exclaiming "noble minded woman, I knew she 
would act thus,'' confessed that finding the application 
to Colonel Wentworth unsuccessful, he had, relying: 
on the amiabiUtyofher character, stated the circum- 
stances of Emily's position : "and now," he added "my 
task is nearly finished; when once you are under 
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j;he care of your natural guardian^ I shall contentedly 
seek that retirement^ where I hope to spend the 
remainder of my days:^' and to this resolution he 
subsequently adhered ; nor could the joint solicitations 
of his young protegi and reconciled Mends induce 
him to change it. An annual visit from the former 
was the only stipulation made : and that being readily 
acceded to^ the Major departed for his solitary home. 

The meeting at Mansfield Hou^e, as may be inferred 
from the peculiarity of the case, partook equally of 
pain and pleasure. Shame mingled with the father's 
joy, but hke a summer's cloud passed away beneath 
the gentle iafluence of female delicacy and a£Pection. 

In Mrs. Wentworth, Emily found a truly maternal 
friend and the bond of mutual love and confidence 
was soon established between them. The mild temper 
and unaffected himulity of this truly superior woman 
appeared so lovely in the eyes of her adopted daughter, 
that she resolved to complete the task already partly 
achieved in the school of affliction, and correct that 
pride, which formed the only defect ru her own 
character. 
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Months of tranquil happiness flew on^ and Colonel 
Wentworth, no longer stung by the reproaches of 
conscience acknowledged himself to be far more for- 
tmiate than he deserved^ 

The various attractions of Emily gained imiyersal 
admiration^ and many suitors sought her hand: but 
every proposal^ however eUgible, was rejected, till 
Mrs. Wentworth began to suspect that the image of 
Captain Graham still occupied her heart. The con- 
fession of this fact was with some difficulty extorted, 
accompanied with a declaration that she would never 
accept him, though determined not to unite herself to 
another. Her kind confidant was too well skiQed in 
the nature of such attachments to credit the former 
assertion, and having, moreover, herself experienced 
the baneM effects of blighted attachment, was resolved, 
if possible, to shield from similar misery one whom 
she regarded with maternal tenderness. 

Circumstances seemed to favour this design: for 
Major Henderson soon after announce'd the return of 
his nephew, who at the same time requested permission 
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to risit Colonel Wentwortli's family at PlynKMith. The 
rcqpeit wa& readily granted^ and the day heiore his 
nmval only, did the individual most interested learn 
the name of their expected guest. He was the bearer 
of an apologetical letter from Mrs. Willis, enclosing 
another, in which expressions of regret for the unmerit- 
ed suflTerings, and subsequent congratulations on the 
changed destiny of Emily, flowed alternately in language 
dictated by genuine friendship from the pen of her 
more amiable daughter. 

If sincere contrition, devoted love and respedfdl 
^attention might be deemed sufficient to procure an 
•erring lover's pardon, Arthur Graham was certainly 
^entitled to one : but the object of his affection long 
rexoained inexorable, and perhaps (though we do not 
4U9sert this its an absolute fact) the cause might have 
p*oved ultimately unsuccessful, had not the irresistible 
pleading of Mrs. Wentworth procured a contrary 
iiermination. 

The opening scene of our little story represented a 
wedding : its closing pa,^s must do the same. Another 
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Emily^ on whosa cheek mantles the rich bloom, of 
youth and health ; her lustrous eyes shining throij^b 
the tears that momentarily dim them^ standi beside 
the altar: her vows are already p%hted: the paternal 
kiss of congratulation has been offered, and the 
blushing c^tated bride seeks^ to hide her confdsiQiE 
within the axms of that Mr, gentle friend^ whoia she 
justly denominatesr her more thaa mother.^ — '^Majr 
your bright example ever be my guide*' were Uie 
scarcely audible^ half sobbed words of our henaine^, as^ 
quitting the embrace of Mrs. Wentworth, she wa& 
led, with triumphaat affection, by her newly made 
husband to the carriage, which conveyed them to 
StirHng Park, the seat of his uncle. The festivities 
there prepared in honour of the bridal were conducted 
with true Scottish hospitality. 

Major Henderson's delight was unbounded: he 
immediately declared his nephew heir to the property^ 
arranging that half the year should be spent in Scotland, 
the remainder at Mansfield House, Emily having made 
a promise to this effect before her marriage. 
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Thus were the wishes of all parties gratified; and if 
the gifts of fortune united to every grace that adorns 
and dignifies the female character^ can insure the con>- 
tinuance of domestic felicity, we may bid adieu to the 
€U^or8 in this simple drama^ with the hope theirs will 
long be uninterrupted by any of those casualties sent to 
remind the inhabitants of this lower planet, that true 
happiness is a plant of celestial origin : and however it 
may for a time flourish in uncongenial soil, can only 
bloom eternally in its native sphere. 
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